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‘Contemporary Issues in
Geography and Education’
an introduction

Conternporary lssues in Geography and Education” seeks ta open
up or broaden areas of debate and to examine current con-
troversies within the discipling, at all levels, The journal aims to
collect and disseminale ideas and materials which help to develop
a criticat approach to the learning and teaching of geography. The
journal seeks to promote an emancipatory geography; it seeks, in
other words, to promote the idea that the future is ours to create
— or to destroy — and to demonstrate that education bears some
responsibility for building a world responsive to human needs,
diversity and capabilities.

The publication of ‘Contemporary Issues in Geography and
Educatiory, marks a new phase in the teaching and learning of
geography. Major issues will be presented in a manner which is
accessible to people engaged at all levels -in geographical
education.

It is envisaged that each issue will include articles which raise
guestions and ideas for discussion, and a selection of practical
suggestions in the form of syllabus guidelines, lesson pians,
resources, worksheets, pupil assignments and ideas on tegching
techniques and organizational strategy. As far as possible and
where appropriate we hope that the section of the journal dealing
with practical suggestions will be in a form which is easily
reproduced using simple reprographic facilities.

The journal will include alternative perspectives on the tradition-
al content of geographical education and will present classroom
materials to help illuminate these perspectives.

The journal is intended to help prove in-service education for
educationalists in schools, colleges and universities: it is alo
intended to be of direct use to students in these institutions. We
welcome the participation of readers at all levels.

Each issue will concentrate on a specific theme. However, there
will be "open-space’ and ‘dialogue’ sections Lo provide a forum for
continuing discussion and the consideration of other concerns.

AIMS OF THE JOURNAL
to develop a critique of current curricula

to explore the assumptions underlying much of geographical
education and to make these assumptions explicit

to examine the ideological content of geographical education
in relation to its political context

to demonstrate the relevance and importance of humanist
and radical ideas for teaching and research in geography

to promote an interchange of ideas between reseaichers,
students and educationalists in geography

to encourae dialogue between geographer and the various
groups and organizations concerned with major issues in
education. We envisage that these would include groups
involved in world studies, peace studies, human rights
education, environmental education, development education,
multi-cultural and anti-racist education, anti-sexist education,
urban studies and community education, education for
equality and education for political awareness and participa-
tion

to facilitate the exchange of ideas on learning materials and
classropm strategies )

to foster a geographical education which is more relevant to
the present and future everyday lives of ardinary people and
the communities in which they live

to encourage the realisation of the links between critical
understanding and the active transformation of the world in
which we live.

Forthcoming Issues: South Africa and the Global Economy; War and Peace; Environmental Issues and Participation; Political

Geography.
. CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN GEOGHAPHY
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EDITORIAL

Editorial

The first two issues of this journal examined racism in
Geography and alternative perspectives for geographical
education. Racism represents the colonialist and imperialist
legacy which is perpetuated through neo-colonialism and neo-
imperialism in the modern era, The ‘new’ colonialism and
imperialism is much more subtle than the old for control of
cultures, peoples and countries is exerted from Europe, North
America and elsewhere via economic pressures rather than overt
military action (though this does occur when felt to be
‘necessary”’ as Grenada and numerous other examples itlustratel

This issue moves on from concern with racism per se to an
examination of the wider processes and structures which
perpetuate -inequalities between people and places. We argue
that Geography must concern itself with these global-scale
activities in order 1o move towards an adequate understanding
and explanation of spatial inequalities, at all levels,

This task is urgent. The world is changing rapidly ; we need to
quickly update our conceptual structures in order to keep pace
with the increasing compexity of interaction between peaple
and places. Geoff Mulgan shows how a Global Information
Economy has developed and illustrates some of its fundamental
implications. Geography in the past has been too static in its
analysis. The concern for spatial pattern and process during the
1960's ignored historical and political process and social
structure — analysis became ahistorical. Further, the subject
became increasingly fragmented and specialised, concerning
itself more with abstract analysis than much-needed synthesis.
This must be placed within a broader social, political and
historical context. This can be clearly seen in the study of
underdevelopment, Underdevelopment must be considered as an
active process. The work of Walter Rodney and others has
shown how capitalismn actively underdevelops people and places.
It is not sufficient for geographers to maintain their traditional
focus on ‘third world’ countries in attempting to understand
underdevelopment.

This issue of the journal focuses on the global capitalist
economy, 1t considers the operation of certain structures within
this global economy: Trade, Aid and Multinationals,
Geographers have, in the past, merely looked at the spatial
patterns of trade; the flow of materials from one country to
another. They have largely assumed that the interchange of
goods was fair and eqiritable, reflacting the contrasting resources
of different areas and the Law of Comparative Advantage which
suggests that a country should produce those goods for which it
is best suited in envirenmental and social terms, They have less
often considered the fact that World Trade js dominated by the
powerful at the expense of the powerless. Hilary Scanneli’s
examination of Trade shows how current frading patterns
reflect Western control, For pupils, Dawn Gill presents a
complementary practical exercise which may help them to
understand some of the wider issues involved,

The realities of the global power structure are masked in
various ways, Aid, for example, masks the history and politics
of injustice and carries the suggestion that ‘we’ help “them’ to
overcome ‘their’ problems. Anne Simpson guestions the
comfortable myth that Aid is a solution to underdevelopment
and given purely for humanitarian reasons. Similarly the article
by Adan Sinclair and Anne Simpson leads us to question some of
the favourable assumptions made about MNG's, John Huckle
presents a complementary practical exercise for pupils and
teachers,

Another ‘eature of underdevelopment is sexism. Sexism is
widespread in many societies and cultures. Geographers have
been all-too-silent over this issue until the Women in Geography
Study Group of the Institute of British Geographers recently
placed it on the geographical agenda, as has our own
Association. Krtina Stimakovits presents an analysis of one
aspect of Sexism and Underdevelopment and a useful annotated
bibliography for those new to the study of this topic.

A recurrent theme is the concern with power, ideology and
control: we argue that power must become the ‘Fourth
Dimension’ of geographical analysis, requiring geographers to
understand and cppose the 'trans-spatial’ operation of the forces
which increasingly dominate the global economy, For
development, neople need to have a fuller control of their own
lives and a fairer share of global resources. This requires a
redistribution of power within the world-system. Geography
and other subjects should not shrink from the magnitude of this
issue; it is one with which people throughout the globe are
actively engaged.

“Washing one’s hands of the conflict between the powerful
and the poweriless means to side with the powerful, not to be
neutral.”  [Freire)

Salvadorean refugees: Nicaraqua
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The Global Information
Economy ...,

Ever since the origins of capitalism in the 15th and 16th centuries the businesses of the ‘West” in Europe, and
more recently the USA and Japan, have been searching for three things: cheap raw materials; markets for the
goods they produce; and sources of cheap labour to make the goods wanted by the West. This article examines the
Global Information Economy, which can be defined as the worldwide system of communications central to the
operation of modern capitalism. Information includes both the flows of news and ‘culturel. which shape attitudes
and consumption patterns across the world and the role of information in the day to day organisation of the
world-economy. The empires of the past were fundamentally structured by their existence in space — by the time
it took messengers and envoys to reach the capital from outlying provinces, by control over the oceans and the
seas, and by the need to continually reassert military domination. As used to be said of the British Empire ‘the
map of the world was painted red’. Today's empires, the multinationals like Shell, IBM and !TT, Coca Cola and
Unilever, operate in a world in which the speed and the structure of communications systems are every bit as
important as armies. In the age of the satellite and the fibre optic cable investments can be made or unmade on
the other side of the world in a matter of seconds, while advertisements can be beamed to whole continents at the
speed of light. In the past it used to be said that trade followed the flag. In other words the merchants and
entrepreneurs would follow in the wake of victorious armies and navies. Nowadays, as the US representative at the
OECD put it recently, ‘trade doesn’t follow the flag anymore, it follows communications systems’,

Geoff Mulgan focuses on various aspects of these communications systems, including news flows and the role
of the News Agencies, the UNESCO-inspired debate over control of news, the impact of Western media and
advertising in non-Western countries; he concludes with a discussion of the implications of the development of new
technology for the worldwide flow of information. As an addendum to the article, lan cook and Dawn Gill spell
out some of the impact of these processes for geographical analysis,
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DISCUSSION

WHAT IS INFORMATION ?

Information can be thought of in many ways, In the age of the

computer and the visual display unit one useful way to think
about information is to define it as any material which can be
processed into electronic information, and which can be
transmitted through the air or along a cable. In this way we can
lump  together computer programmes and  television
programmes, education courses and newspapers, descriptions
of mineral deposits and advertisements, Increasingly these
different kinds of information are using the means of diffusion:
different type of satellites tell us about the weather, transmit
TV programmes, or, as in a recent project beam education
computer programmes from London to New Delhi. Cable
systems which are being built in the USA and Japan offer TV,
video gamnes, electronic newspapers, information 'sheets’ as wel|
as ‘interactive’ educational courses.

Another reason for lumping together these different kinds of
information is that the samecompanies pow move freety
between the different means of communication. Companies like
Thorn-EMI in Britain are now involved in everything from pop
music to television, satellites and cable to publishing, computing
to high technology defence systems. These indusiries, the
“knowledge” or “information” industries are now one of the
areas of boom in the Western economies: as the 'second
industrial revolution’, a revolution based around information
processing and transfer, gathers momentum these information
industries will play a decisive role in influencing the distribution
of wealth and power within countries and between different
parts of the world.

FREEDOM AND THE NEWS

One of the most important areas of information in the
giobal information economy is news about what is gaing on in
the worid. In the last few vyears the issue of news flows,
particularly between Morth and South has become a crucial
issue of international debate which has culminated in the USA‘s
intended withdrawal from UNESCO, the United Nations
Educational and Cuttural Organisation .

Article 19 of the United Nations Universal Declaration of
Human Rights declares that ‘Everyons has the right to freedom
of opinion and expression. Fhis right includes freedom to hold
opinion without interference and to see, receive and impart
information and ideas through any media and regardless of
frontiers.’ The ideal of freedom of information and expression
is deeply rooted in our culture. It is seen as a guarantee that in
the end truth emerges, something which is seen as inherently
valuable. In learning about foreign places ‘the truth’ is mediated
for people in Britain through what is seen as the ultimate,
innocent, objective bystander, the western journalist,

However, the idea that a system based on the objectivity of
outsiders produces as universally valuable truth has been called
into question by UNESCO., They argue that the news is
organised to serve the interests of Western Governments and
countries.

THE NEWS AGENCIES

The flow of world news is dominated by b agencies, These
are: Reuters, based in London, Agence France Presse, based in
Paris, UPl  {United Press International) and AP {Associated
Press) which are both American owned and TASS which is the
official Soviet news agency. In addition the BBC and the main
American TV networks also maintain a fairly large number of
foreign correspondents, These are the only organisations which
maintain worldwide networks of correspondents. These are the
names and letters which appear at the bottom of most foreign
news stories in the British press. Reuters, one of the largest
has about 550 news journalists worldwide as well as another
1000 stringers. TASS which is the smallest of the 5 has over
200 correspondents worldwide, By comparison not a single
black African country had a full-time correspondent in the USA
in the late 1970's {Boyd-Barrett 1980, Smith 1980). Table 1
presents data to illustrate-the sheer scale of agency involvement
in news flow,

Table 1: The major News Agencies

Press Number of countriess  Number of words
Agency covered by correspon- issued daily
dents and stringers

AP(USA) 62 foreign bureaux 17 million
UPI{USA) 81 fareign bureaux 11 million

200 news pictures
APF 167 countries 3,350,000
(FRANCE) 108 foreign bureaux  + 50 news pictures
REUTERS 153 countries 1,600,000
(UK)
TASS 110 countries
(LUSSR) 40 bureaux

Source: Smith A. 1980,

The agencies were built up to provide news and information
for the newspapers and businesses of Eurcpe and North
America, and it is still their interests which primarily determine
what is ‘newsworthy’ (here the ‘quality’ papers have much more
weight than the tabloids which are relatively uninterested in a
daily diet of foreign news). For the 3rd world the agencies
provide news not just about Europe and Morth America but
also about other 3rd world countries. |n other words what the
3rd world learns ahout iiself is largely deterimined by the
information needs of the much more powerful markets of the
USA and Eurape, Indeed, even where there are national news
agencies in the 3rd world the local AFP or  Reuters
correspondent is often also the designated agent running the
national news agencies’ international desk for the local
Government, Even in Latin America which has set up some of
the most developed national news agencies of the 3rd world the
American agencies UPI and AP provide 30% and 21%
respectively of the information in the principal Latin American
dailies. {A. Matelart, 1979)

In a sense this means that the 3rd world is often left with the
scraps of the West's news meal. The meal isn't made for them,
and they have little say in the menu, ‘Their’ news becomes
simply a catalogue of coups and catastrophes and threats to
Western interests,

Maintaining an international news service isn't cheap.
According to one estimate the cost of keeping a journalist
in a 3rd world country is over £150,000 a year. As in so many
other areas it is the ability of the Western agencies to rely on
large, established world markets which enabies them to maintain
such networks, while the odd one out, TASS, is subsidised by
the Soviet Government which views it as an extension of its
diplomatic service. Recently the 3rd world through UNESCO
has been looking at ways of breaking the near monopoly held
by the agencies. In the late 1970% under the Senegalese
secretary General M’Bow, UNESCO conducted a considerable
amount of research on the way news was organised which
culminated in a major report by the Irish Nobel Prize Winner
Sean McBride. One result of these investigations has been the
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attermmpt to develop TANJUG, the Yugoslavian news agency
into a genuine international agency for the 3rd world, However
its dependence on government agencies for news {because it
can't afford its own network of independent correspondents)
means that it can only play a limited role.

The control of television news is even more concentrated
with nearly all international news pictures coming from one of
two sources: Visnews which is jointly owned by Reuters and the
BBC, and UPITN which is jointly owned by UP! and Britain's
ITN. Although they compete with each other the two agencies
enjoy their monopoly and occasions of conflict {such as when
UPITN accused the BBC of using its film of the Libyan embassy
shooting) are rare, The close involvement of Britain in both
these agencies highlights the degree to which the UIK is still a
major ferce in world communications,

TOP S0

How does your daily reading rate in global terms?
Here, in order of circulation, are 50 of the world’s
biggest publications. M = Monthly, F = Fortnightly,
W = Weekly, D = Daily.

Publication Base Frequency C(::_:‘?:.'r:gl'::);l
1 Readers Digest USA M 29.0
2 Pravda USSR D 9.0
3 lsvestia USSR 8] 8.4
4 Komsomoliskaya Pravda USSR [B] 7.7
5 National Geographic  USA v 7.6
6 Penthousa UK v 6.7
7 Asahi Shimbun Japan D 6.5
8 Playboy USA M 5.8
9 Good Housekeeping USA W] 5.7
10 Time LSA W 5.3
" News of the World UK w 52
12 Sunday Prople UK W 4.1
13 Sunday Mirror UK W 4.1
14 Hore Zu W. Germ, w 4.0
15 Daily Mirror UK 0 39
i6 Bild Zeitung W. Germ D 36
17 Sunday Exprass UK W 3.5
18 The Sun UK D 3.5
19 Pecples Daily China 0] 3.4
20 Radio Times UK w 3.4
2t Nawsweek USA wo. 33
22 TV Times UK W 3.2
23 NY Sunday News USA W 3.0
24 Mainichi Shimbun Japan D 3.0
25 Daily Express UK D 2.7
26 Farnsahe woche W, Germ, W 2.4
27 Bild am Sonntag W. Gerim, W 23
28 Burda Moden W. Germ, M 2.2
29 NY Daily Naws usa D 21
30 Modes et Travaux France M 1.8
Ki] Bonne Soires France M 1.7
J2 Daily Mail UK D 1.7
33 Funk Uhr W. Germ, w 1.7
4 Womans Weekly UK w 1.7
- 35 Glamour UsA M 1.6
. 36 Nihon Kaizai Shimbun Japan D 15
37 Sunday NY Times USA w 1.5
K} Stern W. Germ. M 1.5
39 Brigitte W, Germ, F 1.4
40 Bunts W. Germ. W . 1.4
41 Europa Belaium M- 14
42 Sunday Times UK w 1.4
43 Wall Strest Journal USA )] 1.4
44 Daily Telegreph UK ] 1.3
45 Al Ahram Egypt W) 1.2
46 Chiesgo Tribune usa D 1.2
47 Los Angsfes Times USA o 1.2
48 Seleceiones de
Readers Digest USA M 1.2
49 Bild und Funk W. Germ. w 1.0
50 Quick W. Gerrn, M 1.0

from New Internationabist Oct 76

THE UNESCO DEBATE

The debate on the news which has rocked UNESCO to its
very foundations hinges around two positions, One, which has
already been described sees freedom of information, and
freedom to distribute the news as an inalienable human right
and one which ultimately benefits everyone insofar as it
automatically undermines corruption and tyranny. Perhaps the
highpoint of this view of the Western journalist as the ultimate
standard bearer of truth came in the mid 1970’ in the wake of
Watergate_

The other argument is that the current system aperates to
undermine development in the 3rd world by frightening off
potential investors, tourists and 50 on, and by creating centres
of opposition in the capitalist owned -presses of 3rd world
countries. One form of this argument adopts something close
to the Soviet model which views news and information as
arms of the state and weapons for development. In other
words the guestion is not: Is the news true? but rather, Will
this news aid development and so benefit the lives of the
people? As a result UNESCO has been pressing for a New Workd
Information Order which is based around 3rd world state
agencigs to counter the power of the ‘independent’ Western
agencies.

The UNESCO debate raises many profound questions about
truth, power and the role of the State, In the Western media
and the news agencies it has generated an almost hysterical
reaction which has done little to widen the debate
constructively. In one sense the information debate parallels
other North South issues such as the negotiations over the Law
of the Sea, in which an ideoclogy of freedom {freedom for
different companies to mine the sea, freedom to distribute news
etc) confronts a 3rd world which claims that freedoms in these
cases will always be freedoms for the sirong to dominate the
weak '

However, although there is much to criticise in both the
theory and the practice of the ‘independent’ Western journalist
it requires considerable faith in the beneficence of 3rd world, or
any other  states to wish to confer any kind of monopoly of
news onte them, For me there is little doubt that just as the
West benefits from its control of news and uses it both to
exclude facts and to actively use varying degrees of
disinformation, so too 3rd world states and ruling classes have a
clear interest in using the news against their own people in the
same way: it is a rare country in which a certain view of
devetopment is in everyone's interests. In a sense therefore, the
UNESCO debate has always been incomplete: it is a debate
between the powerful of the North, and the relatively powerful
rulers of the South in which the interests of the people of the
South have little room for expression. That said however the
structure of the world economic and political system leaves
little option, Either the way news is 'made’ and distributed is
determined by the market, which means that ths information
needs of the North, and of the wealthy within the North, carry
greatest weight, or the news is determined through states and
through the international agencies which join states together,

FLOWS OF CULTURE

As well as the one way flow of news the broader flow of
culture plays a crucial role in shaping peoptes attitudes and in
developing Western patterns of consumption. The importance of
consumption patterns cannot be underestimated, In the wake of
changing habits of eating, sleeping, child care and so on comes
demand for the products of the multinationals, products which
are geared to international production and distribution. At the
same time local patterns of economic life, based around
subsistence and the consumption of locally produced products
and forms of cutture are disrupted.

As is the case with the news, the economics of culture are
crucial, For example in the case of television programmes the
USA and Western Europe have wealthy enough markets to pay
for the production of large numbers of ‘high quality’
programmes, These programmes can be sold to the rest of the
world at very low costs. In other words it often costs much less
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for a 3rd world television company to screen Dynasty than it
does for it to produce its own version, The results of this are
dramatic. In Latin America the proportion of US originated
programming is about 60%. In South East Asia the
corresponding figure is between 80% and 90%. This process
is considerably aided by the fact that many 3rd world television

in Latin America the proportion of US, originated
programming is about 60%. In South East Asia the
carresponding figure is between 80% and 90%.

stations were set up by the BBC, the French TV service or the
US networks, often with the help of large doses of aid. In the
case of Latin America the main TV networks in each country
are jointly owned by the local state and a US network like CBS
or ABC. As most of the people working at the top of these
services were trained in the West their TV values — their view
of what counts as a 'good programme’ — will also be those of
the Western companies whose products they buy, Because in the
case of TV, costs are overwhelmingly centred on production
rather than distribution or ‘copying’ (unlike e.g. cars) there is a
sense in which the normal impact of economies of scale — which
mean that it is cheaper for a 3rd world country to buy a
Western mass produced product than one made exclusively for
the local market — are exacerbated. In ather words television is
dumped on the 3rd world by the main Western producers, the
USA, Britain and France,

There are two ways in which the structure of the production
and distribution of culiure and information enhances the power
of the West, One is through Western ownership of the means
of production and distribution, For example only 10% of the
world’s radio frequencies are allocated to the 3rd world, 40% of
daily newspaper circulation in the Caribbean is controlled by
Thompsons ‘as well as a number of radio stations, while
Rediffusion owns radio stations in all the ex-British colonies in

the area, with the {possibly temporary) excention of Grenada,

The levels of concentration seen in the news industry are
mirrored in the ‘cuitural industries’. In the record industry 5
firms control over 70% of the world market. In the film
industry 7 firms control a similar proportion. In addition
companies like RCA and Thorn EMI| hold interests throughout
these different areas as well as being involved in the agt_uat
machinery of distribution, radios, record players and television
sets, Parts of the sector can operate as marketing media f-or
other parts, One obvious example is the way in which radio,
with fixed playlists, promotes records for the multinationals,
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Sexism and consumerism: Aptla Saxan cultere?

A more subtle level of control can be 3een in the actual
forms taken by the media, The dominant ones, radio, television
and a press based on advertising have all developed in Western,
primarily Anglo-Saxon cultures, and have taken forms which
reflect their origins. We are now so used to the forms taken
by the media that it is hard to imagine them atherwise, One

Radio, television and press based on advertising have
all developed in Western, primarily Ango-Saxon
cultures and have taken forms which affect their
origins,

example is the television, Television, which to me is an
aestheticaily inferior form of entertainment to the cinema has
heen easily assimilated into British life; it is usually ‘consumed’
within the privatised nuclear family at home, with programming
geared to the different needs of the family: childrens hour,
followed by ‘family’ entertainment, followed by ‘adult’
programmes. In other cultures one could imagine a very
different kind of television developing, for example the use of
much larger screens for use in wider social contexts {like the
village cinemas in India), or even the use of television in
religious ceremonies, The same applies to the radio which might
have developed in other cultures in ways that would have
stressed radic's potential for two-way communication.

The concept of the news — a daity or hourly diet of ‘what has
just happened* is closely tailored to Western rhythms of life,
to the 8-hour day and the 5.day week. In other societies news
has tended to mean the periodic and irregular information
gleaned from travellers, which would only move quickly at
times of great tension (the spread of the news of the Peasants
Revolt in the space of a few days in 13th century England is a
case in pointl. By structuring the news to a certain kind of
rhythm it is inevitable that our information is biased towards
effects rather than causes, and to the way ‘they’, the 3rd world
or the Soviet Union, impinge on 'us’ rather than why they do
it,

By stressing the significance of technological and economic
determinants of the flow of news and culture | don't mean to
imply that ideology and prejudice are unimportant. The news
and cutture which flows from North to South is deeply
ingrained with the racism and sexism of our societies and with
the assumption that happiness is a product of a materialist
culture stressing ownership and consumption., The point I'm
intending to make is that we play an often unconscious role
in this process as consumers, when we buy a television licence,
a radio or a newspaper, and that this assertion of market
power repeated many millions of times throughout the West
has a profound impact on what is available for everyone else,
In other words our ability to draw up the cultural or news
‘menu’ results as much from the fact that Westerners have more
money in their pockets as from any conspiratorial coliusion
with the chef.
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ADVERTISING — TRADE FOLLOWS AFTER THE
BREAK

Apart from the multinationals which actually own the means
of communication or the flows of information, all have an
interest in the media, because it is only through the media that
they can develop new markets for their goods, In the 19th
Century Britain ensured that India became a market for British
cotton through force of arms and the power to make laws,
Today’s empires find it more convenient {and cheaper} simply
to teach the world {0 buy in perfect harmony.

Since most of the press and television in the 3rd world
depends for its revenue on advertising, the hig advertisers carry
considerable weight. Television is usually seen as the key to
breaking into new mass markets, Among its advantages are
its impact and the fact that illiterate people can be reached
through it, people who may not have sources of counter
information 1o the claims made by advertisements,

In Latin America television usually takes about 2/3 of all
advertising expenditure, of which about half will be for the
products of US-based multinationals. These will generatly be
for products ke cosmetics, toiletries, cigarettes and
non-essential foods — in other words products which require
advertising precisely because they are relatively alien to local
cultures, In tandem with the Western television programmes
and films mentioned above one aim of this advertising is to
equate progress and success with consumption  patterns
modelted on the West, This is certainly a belief shared by the
practitioners. As one Latin  American advertising agency
representative put it ‘nowadays you can judge a country's
level of development by the sales of automaobiles, cigarettes and
shampoos...” Since most of the population will be unable 1o by
these products one of the effects of advertising is to shift the
non-advertising content of the media towards the needs of elite
groups (the same process occurs in a slightly different way in
Britain, since it is they the advertisers primarily want to reach,
In addition there is pressure on the television stations to provide
a suitable context for the advertisernents, What could be better
than a US soap opera which portrays the very consumption
patterns which the advertiser is trying to promote?

&

The consumption patterns which advertising can generate
vary from the tragic to the bizarre, The cases of Coca-Cola and
Pepsi Cola which have done untold darnage to local fruit juice

makers, and of Nestle’s and Carnation’s aggressive  and
unscrupulous marketing of powagered milk (by 'mpiying that
breast feeding is unhealthy) are well known, Another example

6

is that of newly TV-oriented Samoan society (television
provided courtesy of a US educational aid programme) in which
an incidence of intestinal or digestive ailments developed where
none had previously been visible: it was found that this was
linked to the enormols consumption of heavily advertised
Pepto Bismol in the 19707, ~ =

¥ ol 5"

Advertising can often have direct and sinister political
connections, Worldwide advertising is dominated by a handful
of huge US agencies, Among the top agencies in any country
the same names, J, Walter Thompson, McCann Erikson and
Young and Rubicam appear again and again (Britain is no
exception), These agencies have very close links with the
muitinationals which are their main customers around the
world. They also have close links with US foreign policy. For
example in Nixon's inner circle Robert Haldeman, Harry
Treleaven (political adviser) and Ron Ziegler {press secretary)
were all former executives of J, Walter Thompson. The major
agencies have been used in numerous right wina political
campaigns throughout the world, whether inside or outside
legitimate political processes, in the last few vears Britain's
Saatchi and Saatchi has been joining the fun, organising the
{extreme right wing) anti- constitution campaign  in South
Africa and being offered the possibility of running Reagan's
reelection campaign. {The anti-constitution campaign of the far
right in South Africa opposed constitutional change which gave
token parliamentary representation to "coloureds’ and Indians.
The advertising campaign argued that this was a fundamental
and unaccepiable breach of apartheid),

In_Chile in 1973 McCann Erikson was used to ‘rout
Marxism from the minds of the Chilean people’ and between
November 1973 and February 1974 advertising in Chile
increased 7 fold despite the profound and deepening economic
crisis, Military dictatorships tend to be good for the advertisers,
It is probably no coincidence that it was [TT% publicity
department which was at the centre of the ClA's organised
subversion in the final months of the Allende regime.

The broader significance of advertising is, however, more
important than any particular conspiracy, Hs role, in parallel
with other Western cultural forms, is to generate desires for and
dependence on the multinationals. Here again  economies
of scale are crucial, If a multinational can develop genuinely
international markets for its brands, long production runs
enable it to both cut prices, thus further undermining opposition
from local products, and to make higher profits for distribution
to shareholders at home, In other words the Pepsi’s and
Unilevers are seeking to generate what is for them a virtuous
cirele, of which culture is one part, which will enahle them to
progressively dismantle local economies and local cultures of
constmption,

Britain's own Saatchi and Saatchi are right at the forefront
of this process as they try to encourage multinationals of the
value of having international brands and international
advertising, They argue that this makes marketing that much
cheaper and cuts the cost of having different advertising -
agencies far each country, At another level they recognise that
classes can now be thought of as truly international. As-
Saatchi and Saatchi’s latest report puts it 'the most advanced
manufacturers are recognising that there are prohably more
social differences between Manhattan and the Bronx than
between Manhattan and the 7th Arrondissement in Paris’,

A recent example of the attempt 1o create an international
culture for marketing was the use by Saatchi and Saatchi of the
same British Airways TV advertisements in over 40 different
countries,
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HEARTS AND MINDS

One way of looking at the role of the advertising agencies
and the public relations companies is as an exiension of the
hearts and minds’ policy which the US learnt in the Vietnam
war, and the realisation by many multinationals that their own
long term economic power depends on their ability to
propagate their own ideology and values, One recent example
of this came in the wake of the invasion of Grenada, For the
Americans the first priority was the establishment of a
‘psychological operations unit’ to continue the pre-invasion
work of the Voice of America radio station, Both in Grenada
and elsewhere these tactics have heen extremely successful,

According to Frank Shakespeare, who was then head of the US

information Service,

‘the technology which was the essence of the
communications revolution was created in the United States.
In the use of that technology for the dissernination of
ideas and information and entertainment we are workd
leaders. We dominated motion pictures and television for
years, and we still do, Madison Avenue has become a world-
wide cliche for referring to the technigques of marketing and
that’s the dissemination of ideas.”

The USIS was just one example of the close cooperation
between the US Government and multinationals in building up
control of the global information economy, There are numerous
examples of this; at the level of_ hardware the vast US
expenditure on defence and space technologies enabled
companies tike RCA to expand into consumer electronics and
satellites; educational aid programmes (and the widespread
Government marketing of Sesame 5t} played crucial roles in
softening up new markets — as in the case of Samoa mentioned

The collusion of the US Government and the multi-
nationals is part of a huge and unprecedented project
to transcend the importance of national borders and
nation states,

above; while the advertising and news agency world has often
had close contacts with espionage. Examples of this include
shell agencies set up by Reuters in the middle east, and the
dishandment of a J, Walter Thompson subsidiary in Latin
America following complaints by the (US backed) Government,
Both of these occurred in the 1970'. On the other side Tass
has extremely close links with the KGB,

The collusion of the US Gavernment and the multinationals
was part of a huge and unprecedented project to transcend
the impartance of national borders and nation states (backed
by internationalist rhetoric); to create an international
educational system and an international culture and economy in
which the market power of the multinationals could he
exploited to the full,

INTERNATIONALISM AND TECHNOLOGIES

For some the internationalist dream propagated by the
multinationals has been mirrored by an internationalism based
on technologies., According to this view the technological
developments of the 1st world now offer the possibility of
3rd world societies leap frogging industrialism into a post-
industrial society. According to Edward Ayensu, an advisor to
the World Centre for Micro-Computers ‘It is now possible to
plan an economic quantum leap from village- based rural
societies to the computer-based information society of the
21st century.’ It is argued that the ‘user-friendly’ computers
of the developing 5th generation could be used by the least
educated, illiterate 3rd world farmer, while thé development of
satellite technology offers the possibility of bypassing the age
of telephone wires and cables. Already Senegal is using micro
computers in its schools exciting companies like Apple at the
thought of the huge potential market for computerised
education. Satellites are already being used for transmitting
educational software from one side of the world to the other,

There are, however, reasons for seriously doubting this
vision. In many ways this vision parallels all projections which
are made simply on the basis of technological potential rather
than from an understanding of how technologies are used in
real situations of unequally distributed power and wealth. The
idea that a farrmer in Mali might be able to plug a VDU into a
small satellite receiving dish to find out about forecast weather
conditions or the price of wheat on the world market has its
attractions, but information like any other commodity has its
price.

£2,995
~ Apricot xi
Winchester 10Mbyte

INFORMATION FOR THE MULTINATIONALS

The ability of the multinationals to control their own
operations depends to a great extent on their own use of
information. Just as the old empires needed to know what was
going on on the other side of the world — when to send in
reintorcements or a gunboat, or when to make a treaty and
with whom — so the multinationals have a huge requirement for
information. This could be information about mineral deposits
or tax laws, or information about how their subsidiaries are
doing or whether there is a threat of revolution which might
threaten their interests, The old empires depended on ships,
horses and later the telegraph and telephone, while the
multinationals depend on the satellite and the cable, The two
key goals mentioned at the beginning — finding and exploiting
markets, and finding and exploiting sources of cheap labour —
are still crucial. Today they require a vast panoply of
organisation so that products can be effectively launched, so
that transfer pricing can be used efficiently (in other words
internal prices are adjusted so that profits ‘appear’ in
countries with Jax tax laws), and so that workers in
different countries can be played off against each other, The
very vastness of multinationals can jtself cause problems, As the
Chief Executive of ITT put it ‘if we're not having problems in
Brazil its Spain, and if its not Spain its insurance... we are too
big to be understood, we operate in too many countries.’ These
problems haven't, however, led the Multinationals to benignly
dispose of their interests, Instead, it has forced them to improve
their own communications systems,

According to B, Nanus of the Columbia Journal of World
Business, for the informational technology business, "the large
multinational firm with widely scattered operations represents
the mosi attractive customer so that enormous investments are
being made to develop new applications and capabilities which
will appeal to these firms.” As in the media, the terms on which
development takes place are largely set by the distribution of
power within the market, At the beginning of the 1980's the
3rd wortd represented only 3% of world expenditure on
science and technology and had 13% of the world's scientists
and engineers with very high concentrations in India,
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Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, In this context the thrust of new
developments and new technologies will be largely set by the
needs of the multinationals,

SATELLITES

The development of satellites exemplifies some of these
points. International satellite use has its origins in the
development of Intelsat in the 1960 which joined together
most of the OECD countries, 50% of the shares were owned
by Cosmat, joint venture of the US Government and the major
telecomn companies, Since then, as satellites have become more
widely- used, the 3rd world has gradually been incorporated
into Intelsat, but Comsat still has 30% of the shares and almost
total control aver the expertise and equipment required to use
satellites. As a result the 3rd world has little choice but to make
use of its services and those of the companies like Hughes
Aircraft and RCA which make it up. Aid has often played an
important role in this. Whereas television was the (often aid
financed} status symbol for many developing countries in the
1960’s satellites have now taken that role. Marketers have
argued forcefully that satellites are approptiate to the 3rd
world, and much cheaper communications systems than one
based on cables, |.ndonesia for example claims to have bypassed
the cable age. The one exception to 2rd world, dependence in
this area is India which has suecessfully carried through a
satellite programme which it now intends to sell to the other
3rd werld countries. However, heartening as it may be to see an
exception to Western dominance, there is a sense in which India
in fact exemplifies the search for technological rather than
social solutions to the problems of development, Programmes of
this kind are an enormous drain on a poar country,

Satellites raise the question of national sovereignty,

Satellites have also raised the question of national
sovereignty, In the late 1960% the US Government, in
collaboration  with a number of institutions like the
Rockefeller and Ford Foundations and US universities, proposed
an educational satellite service which wouldbroadcast to the
whole of Latin America, and which could be received in the
remotest villages. As negotiations developed the Latin
American Governments became uneasy at the thought that
the same material would be broadecast to Bolivia and to Chile
ignoring any cultural differences, It was then pointed out that
the US could just as well continue without consent of the
Latin American Governments; schools and villages would only
need a small, cheap aerial to receive the broadcasts,

This prompted the 3rd world to call for a ‘prior consent’ rule
so that broadcasting by satellite would only be permitted with
the consent of the receiving nation. At the UN this rule was
agreed by 100 votes to 1, Not surprisingly the single adherent
of the free flow principle was the USA,

Another example of the implications of satellites is their.

use to monitor mineral and agricultural resources, known as the
Landsat programime, This programme which was launched in
1974 is entirely run by the USA. In principle the information
it produces is available to the whole world, In practice all
that is available is the raw, digital data: the potential user
requires extremely sophisticated and expensive equipment to
decode the raw data and produce usable information.

An employee of the Earth Satellite Co. relates how 2 large
Waest African country engaged in various remote sensing projects
using Landsat and then buil: a multi-million-dollar deep water
port in a silt zong, w‘hen a guick examination of the Landsat
data would have shown that it was unusable. in another
example, in a technically advanced Middie Eastern country
negotiations over copper extraction soon revealed that the
extraction firm which had never prospected the area on the

ground knew more about the country’s copper resources than
its own negotiators. (Rita Cruise O'Brieb 1983)

Here control over information is power, In thousands of
negotiations between governments, and between governments
and muitinationals, superior information allows the North to
strike the best deals,

In the same way the free transmission of computer data
greatly enhances the ability of multinational companies to
dominate independent nations, As well as strengthening
them in negotiations it enables them to make decisions at a
truly global level, Some 3rd world countries are beginning to
take steps to control the transmission of data out of their
countries and also to develop their own information
technology capacity to prevent the long term dependence on
the West, For example Algeria has banned all transmission of
data aocross its borders while Maxico and Brazil have imposed
detailed regulations, Regulations of this sort raise their own
problems. How do you know who s transmitting information
out of the country to a satellite? How do you decode tha data
which is travelling along a fibre optic cable? For 3rd world
countries there is a huge problem in stimply keeping up with
changing technologies, and adapting laws and institutions
to a world in which computers in New York, Buenos Aires and
Tokyo can talk to gach other simultaneously at the speed of
millions of units of information each second. The systems which
now operate in the world of finance, notably satellite systems
like SWIFT, mean that the problem is not just one for the 3rd

Nowadays international banking systems can withdraw
billions of dollars from a country in a matter of
rhinutes ... it is not hard to imagine a newly elected
government ... being utterly undermined in the course
of its first hour. of office by a financial crisis of
unprecedented proportions,
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world.  Nowadays the international banking system can
withdraw billions of dollars from a country in a matter of
minutes. For a country like Britain it is not hard to imagine a
newly elected government which the multinationals disliked
being utterly undermined in the course of its first hour of office
by a financial crisis of unprecedented proportions,

At another level information works like other commodities
in an imperialist world system. Raw data is often transmitted
from the 3rd world to the advanced countries for processing
and decision-making. As with more traditional products the
spin-offs in terms of expertise, research and profits tend to
come at the point of distribution and processing rather than
production,

CONCLUSIONS

The developing global information economy is changing the
map of the human world. In it culture and information move,
quite literally, at the speed of light. Changing systems of
communication are radically changing the subjective distance
between different parts of the world. There is a very real sense
in which the cities of the 3rd world are much closer to London
or New York than they are to the forests and mountains of their
own countries, In a way the expansion of computing and
communication power seems to hold out the possibility of
universal access to the cultural and intellectual heritage of the
whole world, and to the development of a genuine global village,
Yet the development of a world without borders is one which
is being determined largely by the forces of the market place
and by the interests of the most powerful actors in world
markets, the multinationals. As the recession continues the same
names and the same companies dominate the world economy
more than ever. Actions to impose some form of social contral
over technology, such as the regulation of trans-border data
flows have only limited significance. By the time regulations
have been imposed the battle ground has often moved on to a
new technotogy and a new threat,

The developing global information order is changing
the map of the human world... changing systems of
communication are radically changing the subjective
distance between different parts of the world... yet the
development of a world without borders is one which
is being determined largely by the forces of the market
place and the interests of the multinationals.

The growth of a single capitalist world system has gone
on for 400 years and shows no sign of moving into reverse.
Indeed the multinationals are now looking greedily at the huge
potential markets which China is offering them. One aspect of
the global information econamy which | have not 1ooked at lies
in the military field. Here the same companies which are
selling satellites and radios to the 3rd world are soon going to be
used by the US Government to work on Reagan’s Star Wars
plan, the ultimate (iF achievable} technical fix which will use a
technology with a truly global reach to guarantee US security
from attack.

But despite the apparent inexorability of this process it is
worth remembering the contradictions which the multinationals
themselves generate as they intervene in indigenous culture and
independent states. In some ways Europe, which is increasingty
feeling threatened by the power of US multinationals both in
the realm of culture and the economy, is beginning to take a
lead in developing international institutions and rules which can
limit their powers. In general, the ability of multinationals to
transcend national boundaries is likely to force nations to
organise internationally to counter them. At another level
the multinationals can contribute to the diffusion of
technologies which undermine the regimes they support. For
example Khomeini's revolution in Iran was greatly assisted by
the widespread diffusion of cassette players, itself a result of the
Shah‘s deep involvement with Western capital a2nd his desire to
emulate Western consumption patterns, This enabled Khomeini

to reach millions of Iranians through sending cassette tapes out
from his bases in Paris and frag. Similarly, the diffusion of
radios in E| Salvador provides a ready means of communication
for the rebels through Radio Verceremos, in & way that
wouldn’t be possible in an age of print.

Iran is also an example of the destabilising effects that
tha rapid introduction of Western cultures and consumption
patterns can have, effects which in themselves generate
anti-imperialist movements which attack pop music and jeans
as much as the Governments behind them, Programmes like
Dallas which provide & window into a possible life style generate
hoth aspirations and dissatisfactions,

Some of the new technologies of communication are also
inherently impossible to control, For example cassette tapes
and video tapes can be easily and cheaply copied, despite
copyright law, while many 3rd world countries use pirated
Western educational books.

News about what people are doing on the other side of the
world can have a profound political impact through the simple
power of example whatever the structures which distribute
the news may be,

As has been mentioned before Britain plays a dis-
proportionately important role in the world information
econamy, particularly in the news (the “World Service' remains
a truly global service which is widely listened to} and in
education where the role of English as a lingua franca is
important. Yet at another level Britain suffers from the effects
of cultural and econemic imperialism in the same way as other
countries, The development of cable and satellite, which are in
their own ways increasing the weight of market forces in our
media, are likely to bring new opportunities for the US
television and advertising industry, while the fact that our
targest newspaper proprietor is based in Australia is beginning
to make us feel somewhat colonised,

In this country the main practical lesson of what is
happening in the information technology is the need to ensure
that the means of communication in the media, in education
and in culture more generally, remain under some form of public
control, The dead weight of the market, which the present
Government is encouraging can only create a homogenised,
second best culture for the world.

In thinking about these issues, it is obvious that the
implications for all of us are vast, Educationalists and other
must move quickly in order to understand and seek to curb
the worst excesses of the Giobal Information Economy.
However, this can be seen only as a short term goal; it
represents action which is essentially defensive. In the longer
term educationalists must take seriously the responsibility that
we bear for the future, and recognise that “the future is ours
to creste”. |t is the task of the teacher to "encourage the
realisation of the links between critical understanding and the
active transformation of the world in which we live” (see the
editorial in the first issue of this journal), It is clearly not
enough to seek to curb the worst excesses of the Global
Information Economy, Students and teachers need to think
seriously about and debate possible alternative futures and to
adopt strategies for moving positively towards a future which
provides the greatest benefit for the greatest number of people
— lacally, nationally and globally,
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POWER: THE FOURTH DIMENSION
Dawn Gill and fan Cook

Space is three dimensional, Traditionally, the geographer's
concern has been to explain  spatial phenomena, If as
geographers we wish to understand human spatial patterns we
need to analyse the social processes which produce them, But
this activity must have a point; it cannot be without rationale,
for if it is then geography is a useless and irrelevant activity.

This short article argues that an analysis of power and the

interests which it serves is a rationale for the discipline in the
1980's, It proposes that the only reasonable objective of
geographical analysis and education it one which recognises
humanity and freedom as the right for all, and strives for
this right,

The objectives are thresfold:

To spell out the implications of global communications
systems, and their control, for the theoretical development
of the discipline.

To dermonstrate the anachronism of theoretical frameworks
and explanatory structures which do not take into account
questions of power and freedom,

To explore the links between critical understanding and the
active transformation of the world in which we live, in
suggesting a reason for geographical activity at all levels of

research and education.

Connectivity

Graph theary deals with connectivity, France is connected
to Spain in a spatial sense,

The world is said to be ‘shrinking’ because it has quicker
communications systems., However, it is also shrinking in its
connectedness, As Bunge points out, if it is assumed that
miitary power was first able to move over land areas, then over
seas, and finally through air, then the connectivity of Europe
has changed.

England

France —Germany~—Poiand Rutsie

Switzerland

Portugal

Spain

Grapn 1 European conneclions assuming only land power,

Englend

France Germany-~—Poland——Russia

Swirrerland

Pertugal——Spain

Graph 2 European cenneclions assuming land and sea pawer.

Dimensional Analysis

Dimenstonal analysis is a useful geographical technique, What
Bunge writes in relation to military transportation systems is
true of information communication: military iransportation and
information communication has deep spatial repercussions.

“The boundary of a country was a line drawn along its edge,
The frontier was an area adjacant to this line and the interior
a place of relative safety removed from the frontier, Now in
the days of intercontinental missiles, the military
transportation system s truly three dimensional.  This
changes the dimensions of national boundaries and related
frontiers and interiors. The boundaries, must now be the
entire surface of a country, not jts edge”

England

Frante——Germany Poland—3dvisia

Switzerland

Poriugal Spa'in

Graph 3 Eurcpesn conmections assuming Jand, sea and missile power.

The connectivity of political units is a factor affecting power,
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Three Dimensional Spatial Analysis

Until recently human beings have been surface occupiers;
thus political units were two dimensional, With the invention of
missiles and electronic communications systems, humanity
occupies volumes: war and contral have jumped a dimension.
There are no boundaries as once we knew them — either
political or economic.

Bunge argues that cartographers have been neglecting this
fact:

“The Russians are not “ninety mifes off our shores” they are

literally “up™ and we from them since we occupy each

other’s heavens and can mutually destroy to the depth of five
hundred feet anything on each other’s surface, Political maps
have not even attempted to show this fact. Figure 1 is an’
attempt at mapping the earth’s surface assuming that the
only countries with complete access to the surface, i.e., the
only three dimensional powers, are the Russians and the

Americans, Look outside vour window, You are staring

fiterally at the boundary of the sovereign states of the Union

of the Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of

America no matter where in the world you are located. The

sovereigh borders of a nation are defined by the space the

state military occupies. Therefore, the Soviet Union is a

volume attached to the parth’s surface in Asia while the

United States is a similar volume attached in North America.

At this moment everyone in the world is literally standing in

both the United States and the Soviet  Union, in their

political space.”

He asks “are all the children born after 1960 citizens of
these two states?” and goes on to suggest that perhaps it would
be simpler to unite all of the earth’s people into one sovereign
political unit,
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Boundaries and distance of less importance

These changes raise issues of control and sovereignty as key
concerns for geographers, Geoff Mulgan suggests that as there is
an increase in traffic and information across traditional political
boundaries, politicians and administrators have decreasing
influence within their “own" territory. In a closed economic
system which refuses 1o recognise the refevance of national
boundaries of distance, these can no longer be of such
importance to geography. A crucial factor in geographical
analysis must become the study of power,

Geography as merely a study of place and space seems
somewhat anachronistic in an economic. system which renders
boundaries and distances irrelevant.

Footnote; We rely heavily on the work of William Bunge (1966) and
JG.U. Adams which was published in the early 1970's. We are grateful
for their insights, and point out that their work has hitherto been largelv
igrored.

The contrallers and the controlled

A useful spatial concept is the 'world of direct experience’,
On the left below is a diagrammatic representation of the world
for a person who travels no further than 50 miles in any
direction from Trafalgar Square. On the right is what might be
called the world of direct experience of the small elite who
travel internationally.

Reading Landon

Brihion

The eve of the
beholder

People's information sensors and processors are highly
selective, We make sense of the information impinging on our
senses by filtering out most of it. As the size of someone’s
‘world of direct experience’ increases, there will he a
corresponding reduction in the level of resolution at which the
world is perceived,

Human secale detail and variety are lost as the level of
resolution is reduced,

“People are swallowed up by social, national and racial
stereatypes, by enumeration districts, agesex pyramids,
populfation densities and many other devices for coping
with social complexity.”

The most imporiant beneficiaries of the transport and
communications revolution are those members of the small
cosmopolitan elite who travel and communicate internationally,
These are the people — the executives of international
corporations, the Wortd Bankers, the United MNations diplomats
— who make the global scale decisions.

These decision makers, argues Adams, necessarily have a
problem of perception. Their level of resolution is such that
people become invisibte. The rest of the world becomes less
important to the increasingly mobile few; the people who live
there become too small to be seen individually. They can enter
the global decision makers thoughts only in the form of
statistical abstractions, They become *factors” in the calculation
of global ‘strategies’. Taking decisions that attect the lives ot
large numbers of people confirms one's own significance, But
having one’s life arbitrarily controlled by others is alienating.
Adams suggests that ‘earth-shrinking’ represents not progress,
but alienation,

He writes of alienation that it is a state of mind born of a
feeiing of relative insignificance. [t is experienced by millions:
the unemployed, those who do mindless and tedious jobs, those
who commit ‘mindless’ acts of vandalism and violence, by the
poor living alongside the rich — in short “by all whose lives are
suffetted by an authority whose scale and complexity .are
beyond their understanding.” Alienation is the result of a denial
of people’s intelligence and humanity by the society in which
they live,
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The technalogy of control results in a progressive widening
of the gulf that separates the controllers from the controlled,

This raises questions in relation to human freedom,

Decisions are made on a global scale — but in a way that s
outside the control of the majority of the people. "Knowledge”
of the world, in terms of direct experience, is for the few. This
knowledge represents a new kind of elitism, a new tool of power
and control,

The world of experience of the majority belongs to those
whose world of experience is at a larger scale — those who filter
the news, provide the views, create consumption patterns and
employ people at a global scale,

We have in the making a new form of enslavement or
feudalism, in which the lives of the majority are in the
manipulative grasp of the few. The problem is that, this time,
the enslaverment or serfdom is global in operation: the denial of
intelligence and humanity of the majority of the world's
population takes an new dimensions in a world where decision-
making is global,

The implications for struggle against this enslavement are
clear: the strategies must also be global,

Density Transformations

'‘Real earth distances’ are now largely irrelevant for the
political decision-makers, Millions of pounds can be transferred
across millions of miles in a few seconds; half the world's
population could be wiped off the face of the earth in a few
minutes,

For the economic decision-makers however, area is still of
greal consequence; area represents potential income — markets,
which are a challenge in terms of advertising and
communication, raw materials and labour,

If it is true that, as Bunge suggests, we are all in the political
space of both the USSR and the USA, then this can be mapped
as Bunge has mapped it (fig, 1). But this map refers to crude
political space only. [t must be possible to map political control
in a more sophisticated way. ldeological control could be
mapped as it emanates from governments and companies,
Choropleths could be drawn, for example, in relation to the
influence of one multmauonal and another, and yet another,
untit we have visual representatians of "densities” of
ideological and economic control. Mapping needs to take
account of ‘densities of control' if geography is to respond to
the spatial distributions which are of consequence in
understanding today’s world, 1t could also take account of
‘densities of resistance’ in charting the advance of strategies of
struggle for freedom,

Geoff Mulgan's article carries an implicit gquestioning of the
geagrapher’s current conceptual tools, Existing concepts and
decriptions of the world are simply inadequate in helping us to
understand it.

Table 1, which lists geographical theories is interesting in
that all are shown to be mere descriptions: and in a world of
international ideological control they are no longer accurate
descriptions.

Harvey (1972} writes that ‘status quo theory’ is grounded
in the reality it seeks to represent and it helps to reproduce
that reality, Status quo theories are essentially reactionary, and
reflect an intellectual blinkering.

The discipline has for too long been content with
description: this intellectual complacency on the part of
geographers has quite definite political implications. The effect
of purely spatial analysis is to prevent true understanding of
spatial systems, and, by default, it helps to foster a social
system based on |nequallty

Harvey called for revolutionary theory which offers real
choice for the future by identifying imrminent choices in the
present social situation, Revolutionary theory is an attermnpt
to guide thinking towards the conclusion that social reality
as currently constructed is not immutable. Never befare has

humanity bheen more desperately in need of revolutionary
theory,

Table 1: Geographical theories which we need to question

e Geoff Mulgan’s article carries an implicit questioning of the
geographer’s current collection of concepiual tools. Existing
perceptions and descriptions of the world are simply
inadequate in helping us to understand it. Existing thearies
may prevent rather than facilitate understanding because
they are diversionary.

» |In the waorld of international communications and control of
mass media, Hagerstrand’s theory of the diffusion of
innovations seems redundant. Transnational advertising can
lead to immediate adoption of innovations in far-off places,

e Rostow's model of development is an inappropriate
description of the processes at work in the global economy,
It fails to acknowledge the political, economic and
ideological domination of the controlled by the contraliers
and the immense barriers which are put up to prevent
development.

e The notion of spheres of influence is no longer an accurate
conception, in a global context, Density transformations
are more useful in helping us understand degrees of
influence; for the whole globe is the “sphera”,

e The concept of core and periphery are, if applied at the
national scale, not sufficiently sophisticated to account for
the all-pervasive influence of the controllers. Power can now
be said 1o be trans-spatial.

Figure 12-3. Hierarchic diffusion. These
chizgrams show the spread of an
innpvation through a heerarchy The
mnovation kegins en a middle level
fe.g. a small county lown) and spreads
rapidly dowi ta a lower level (e.g
villages in its vicinity) but mare slowly
to an upper level (2.g.. a regiona! capitaly
Once there its downward spread s
agan tamc. Dlownward speead thraugh
2 hierarchy is termed cascade diffusion
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Haggerstrang's ‘theary’ : still relevant?

As a student or geography teacher — what can | do?

Adams writes "in order to sustain the self-esteem of the
controller and minimise the alientation of the controlled, it is
necessary to disguise large-scale decision-taking operations”,

It is on this disguise that we must focus as educators if we
are 1o become instrumental in preventing or fighting off the new
kind of enslavement noted above. How does ideology operate?
How is power maintained? What can we do to reject
manipulative control and preserve our humanity while also
working 1o ensure that the humanity of others is preserved? It is
to these guestions that we address ourselves-through the work
of this journal. What we can do as teachersxa\nd students is to
encourage the realization of the links ‘between critical
understanding and the active transformation of the world in

which we live. \
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Annie Simpson, Oxfam Education Worker

Aid sounds like a good idea, Those who have too much give to those who do not have enough: a simple way to
bridge the gap between the rich and the poor,

Aid appears frequently as a topic for study in geography textbooks. Once the problems of poverty have been laid
out in graphic detail — food shortage, malnutrition, disease — aid is presented as a solution, Aid is a topic that
requires careful handling. On the one hand, it may easily reinforce a sense of superiority — ‘we’ are helping “them’
because, by implication, they are unable to do anything for themselves. On the other hand it can cause resentment.
Why should school students facing the dole queue support sending money abroad? When studying aid we need to
look at all of the balance sheet, not just part of it. This balance sheet includes trade, labour and finance as well as
aid. .

The total balance shows a surplus in the West's favour, therefore aid would be better termed ‘repatriation of
profits’ — a term that would raise the vital question of why the West is in a position to give aid, of where the West's
wealth comes from: it would give a focus on the causes, rather than the symptomsof poverty. This approach would
enable students to place current economigc issues in historical and political perspective,

THE BRITISH aID PROGRAMME

SSmce Ih? Secon‘d World War, Britain hias
sent well over £3 600 milhon in ecanom
frd tG Ihl:} develaping worlg. Maost of it halc
;cne © (.E'Jmmon\-veairh countiies ke \ndﬁad
akistan, Kenya, Malawi and {Jganda. Par£

f the As t
of rhe.ard _hag Been given as loang for periads
OFup 1o 30 vaars, same ot '

.,

\\\i Part hias been given in gra
\\ltslance Technicst as,

Thlon of training faei

Jslevarcoh

them interest. frop.
S OF 35 tachnies’
istance inclugs

, 3
\
" ut, loak &4 VI
A4 — ing ‘_"('; Eagf whot aid is al ii?s {tree) and 107
To Eetds lo;’ez countries EVES E developt gc?m atio
eyt W 0 e :
T;\:csﬁ at low interest fﬂli?ms such a8 Egzgfof aid-ghing country
) e

e o
cific pro
ome spEctt
mﬁ::ces But aid a0 also
gervices.

o the B
geveloping 0

I

1 believ

gtping
hmpme s

aid-f

o W AS”

- B\
ARG AR

“ & \Ec-"‘\

e
Ce
% )
S T I P )
o,fé’?c\l_ LN
2 Di - - e My oy O,
« Direct Ajd provides 2 R P P
from the rict by e %
<N nations to the poor. A Mis, © t, e Co
n

Ve away "hi
BIVE uway sorme ol hig wealth —money, googs

the same wav the rich natio

Geography in Aétion, Book 2, Blackie, 1979; Studies in Development: The World Now, Bell & Hyman, 1984, The Developing Nations, Nelson,
Pen, G.YS.L., 1982; The Developing World, Bell & Hyman, 1982 ed; 1972; People Poverty & Wealth, Collins, 1972; The Earth’s People,

[ d, 1973,
MeDanald, 19 3




DISCUSSION

Contemporary Issues in Geography and Education Vol 1, No. 3, 1984

The following information and arguments are intended to
help teachers and students reach a critical understanding of the
role that aid plays in the world economy,

There are three commonsense assumptions about aid; all of
them are implied by the meaning of the word itself, These
assumptions must be questioned,

‘We’ give, ‘They ' take
This is conjured up by the image of the begging bowl!, 1t is
understood that,overall, the West gives money to the rest,

The Good Samaritan
The West gives aid to the Third World out of altruism. A
straightforward desire to help is at work,

Aid Helps
Aid tackles underdevelopment. [1 is a solution to the problems
of poverty,

What is Aid?

Technically, aid refers to any flow of resources from one
country to another at less than the market price, The term
therefore covers everything from penicillin to guns that are sent
at a cheap rate or free. 1t covers people as well as things —
military advisers or health workers, It also includes money
which may be a grant or a loan at lower rates of interest than
the current commerciai rate, Discussions usually classify aid
according 1o its source, which may be government or non-
government. This classification distinguishes the U.K, Overseas
Development Administration {government) from groups like
Oxfam, War on Want and Save The Children (non-government),

Within government aid, part is sent bi-fater-ally, that is, from
one government directly to another. The rest is sent multi-
laterafly: different governments contribute fo a joint
organisation like the World Bank which then hands out the
money. In this drticle reference will be made to the United
States aid programme as well as the British because the U.S.
‘has by far the Jargest aid programme in the world; it dominates
the multilateral agencies as well as having a targe bi-lateral
aid budget. The United States receives political support from
Britain: this makes it an important focus of attention for
students of geography in British schools and colleges.

As for the size of Aid flows, the World Bank reporis this
as shown in Table 1.

Table 1

ODA flows from major donor groups 1981

1981
Billions of dollars

Total ODA
(Official Development Assistance} 376
Percent

Source

DAC 68.0
QPEC 259
Centrally planned economies 6.1

Source: World Development Report, World Bank 1983, p18

Centrally Planned Economies
Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany,

Hungary,
Poland, Romania, United Soviet Socialist Republic,

DA,
(Development Assistance Committee Member)
Australia, Awustria, Belgium, Britain, Canada, Denmark, Finland,

France, Italy, Japan, WNetherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Sweden, Switzerland, United States of America, West Germany,

QPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries)

Algeria, Ecuador, Gabon, Iran, lraq, Kuwait, Libya, Qatar,

Nigeria, Venezuela, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates,
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These figures are impressive_ For all the talk of a gap between
the rich and poor, here is a massive 8378 billion in official
development aid, flooding from the well-off to their unlucky
neighbours, However, to put the amount in perspective, this
sum is aboul equivalent to three weeks arms spending
{Campaign Against the Arms Trade 1082},

Who gives to whom ?

Putting a price on the goods and services that pass between
countries is a problem in any case. Gathering data, interpreting
it, accounting for gaps and differences is not easy. Exchange
rates change, statistics are not always available or comparable.
However, the following are revealing. First, there is profit made
by Western companies in the Third World {Table 2 and Table 3).

Tahble 2
Return on capital in Brazil 1966-76
{$miilions)
Company inflow Qutflow
British American
Tohacco 25 823
Johnson & Johnson 07 227
Esso 18 445
Firestone 41 50.2
Anderson Clayton 14 16.8
Rhone-Poulenc 143 60.8
Volkswagen 1195 2791
Piretli 287 64,9
General Electric 139 194
186.9 6405
{Source: Latin American Bureau 1980)

British aid to Latin America over .this pericd amounted to less
than £20 million {ODA 1983)

These figures refer only to a few firms operating in just
one country. % 453.6 million in surplus over ten years is very
handsome.

The image of aid as a ‘gift’ disguises the outflow of goods
and profits to the West, An examination of the aid budget does
not take account of the fact that the West’s aid programme is
at best 50 years old. Britain's began as a branch of the colonial
office in 1929 (ODA 1980). By then the period of colonial rule
that enriched the West and impoverished the Third World had
been going on for over 400 years,

“arising from the seaward expansions of the 15th and 16th
centuries onweards, the countries of western Europe were
able to seize and concentrate in their own coffers a wealth
of plunder of a magnitude far beyvond any ever before
imagined, far less seen, in world history hitherto. To the gold
and sifver looted from Latin America, to the Dutch fortunes
built on the bones of the Indonesian people, and to British
bhooty from India, has to be added the huge rewards of the
trade in human flesh, supplving slaves to pioneering white
planters and mine-owners in sparsely populated lands of
recent settlement, such as the Americas, Ernest Mandel has
estimated the total haul from such brigandage at over one
billion pounds sterling — a staggering sum for the times: as
late as 1770, the entire British national income was
a mere £125 million, He concludes:
‘11 was this systematic plundering of four continents, during the
commercial expansion of the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries,
that created the conditions for the decisive lead acquired by
Evrape from the industrial revolution onward. .. the enrichment
of which was paid for, in the literal sense of the word, by the
impoverishment of the plundered areas.”
The capital thus accumulated by the most primitive of means
enabled western Europe to make the transition to industrial
capitalisrm, its loss of the rest of the world aborted whatever
progress  had been made along the same lines and speeded
them down the road to underdevelopment, '
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The Brain Drain §

Froem 1960-72, 300,000 skilled people emigraied from ThirdWorld to '‘Developed’ countries, g

75% of them went to the US, UK and Canada. 3

Here is a comparison of the value they brought, with the aid given. i

Country &
Usa $39.6 billion $33.9 billion
Canada $ 2.3 billion $11.5 billion
UK $ 4.4 billion $ 5.5 billion
- o $50.9 billion

Source: OECD Value of Development Aid

goingout . ...

Est. value of skilled immigrant
labour comingin ., .

Other caleulations of the profits to Europe during the
colonial period show a similar picture. For instance, between
1503 and 1660 185,000 kilos of gold and 16 000 kilos of silver
were imported at the Spanish port of San Lucas de Barrameda
according to official records (Galeano 1973).

It is important however, not to fall into the trap of arguing
that British people have ‘stolen’ from Third World people. The
profit has gone largely to wealthy families and companies,
British workers also vield an enormous amount of profit for
those same companies, For example, in 1980 British American
tobacco made a pre-tax profit of £479m, The 44 000 British
warkforce earned only £101 a week each . {The director earned
£2,237 a week) (Labour Research 1982). 80% of the British
population owns only 14 5% of the wealth in Britain that has
been created by everyone’s work (see Simpson 1984 for further
details}.

Aid is Profitable

A large proportion of aid is not actually given, It has
to be paid back - with interest of course, In 1977
almost 40% of official development assistance received
by the Third World had to be sent back to the West as
interest on past ‘aid’ (UNCTAD 1977 quoted in Lappe and
Collins 1979).

Aid is Good Business
This point is often made openly by supporters of aid:

“Forefgn aid provides a substantial and immediate market
for US. goods and services; foreign aid stimulates the
developiment of new overseas markets for U.S. national
companies; foreign aid orientates national econornies
towards a free emterprise system in which U.S. firms can
prosper.””

Eugene Black, President of World Bank (Maclean 1981)

The Brandt Report was very clear that aid should be
supported because it is financially as well as morally uplifting
for the West.

“A vigorous {aid) policy woauld in the end not be a burden
but an investment in a heafthier world economy as well as
in g safer world community,”

{Brandt 1980}

The argument here is that if the Third World had more
money, they could buy things from the West,

The British government takes this argument very much to
heart. Almost 3/4 of official aid is tied to British goods
{ODA 1981). The receiving country must use this money to buy
things from Britain,

In 1981 British corpanies received £7 6 million worth of
orders from UNICEF (The Urited Nations Children’s Fund)

Third World First

to which the British government contributes £0.28 million
{Grant 1981). Thus aid that is given to multilaterial agencies
can bring its own rewards,

Neil Marten, then Minister for Overseas Development, said
in a statement on overseas aid to the House of Commons:

“The greater part of our bilateral aid is tied to procurement
i the United Kingdom and so provides valuable orders for
British firms, I might add that our contributions to multi-
lateral institutions also enable British firms to complete
for very substantial business financed by them all over the
world. We are examining means by which they might get a
greater share of this business,”

“By using the Aid/Trade Provision Britain secures
exports worth a lot more than the aid we put in.
Since ATP started (in 1877) £263m of aid has
resufted in exports of British goods worth £1,052m?”

{ODA 1983)

For every £1 allocated to a Third World country, about
70p stays here. About 50,000 johs in Britain are
dependent on the British aid programme.

{Schiackmar 1878}

There is, of course, no guarantee that Brita/n (in this
case) is able to supply the best equipment or people for
the job, In this sense, aid creates artificial markets for
Western products, Once, say, a truck has been bought on
tied aid, the receiving country will be dependent on the
donor for spare parts and matching equipment, It might
he that the most suitable vehicle is produced by another
country,

Aid is Good Polifics

Aid is also used to ensure political support for the West, as
well as to ensure markets for western goods. This point can be
illustrated by following the fortunes of Grenada and Nicaragua.
British aid to Grenada was cut off {that is, not renewed) in
1979 when the New Jewel Movement formed a left-leaning
government after over-throwing a corrupt dictator {(Dunketley
1984). Negotiations are underway at the rmoment to reinstate
aid following the United States invasion, Britain has vetoed EEC
aid to Nicaragua as part of its support for United States policy
in Central America. Other examples are well known, Foreign
assistance and credit dried up when Salvador Allende was
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elected in Chile in 1970, and surged into the country again
after a bloody right wing military ¢oup in 1973 that cost the
lives of over 30,000 people, Table 4 shows that Chile is not an
isolated example,

Political control has been put forward as a quite open
justification for the American aid programme, As far back as
1918 when the U5, sent a team of aid experts to Russia, the
Secretary of Labour said:

“{the goal of the team is to present the .., political attitudes

of the American wage workers towards the problems

confronting the warld’”
(Curti and Birr 1957)

It is notable that U.S, aid to Europe after World War 11 was
also justified as part of the fight against communism (Curti and

Birr 1957). Loans to Britain were defayed because a Labour
government came to powerl

It might be reasonable to expect that politicians would use
aid for overtly political purposes. However, the same thinking
is enshrined in the work of economic theorists such as Rostow
and Miliband, Rostow was a prominent economist in the 1950%,
whose theory of development was quickly discredited, but
stayed popular (somewhat like monetarism). He argued that
there were five stages of development for all sacieties to go
through, and that the push towards this would be started in the
Third World by a large input of investment at the right moment.
Rostow’s theory is stilt reproduced without criticism in some
school textbooks and geography syllabuses. For example, the
AEB Geography ‘O level syllabus presents a definition of
developing countries as ““those which have not vet crossed the
threshold to become maodern, highly technological societies.’”
{see tssue 1, No, 1 page 22)

The title of the book from which the following quote is
taken sums up Rostow's argument: “Foreign Aid: Key to an
effective foreign policy”

“We Americans have a unigue opportunity. We alone in
all the world have the resources to make steady and
substantial growth an active possibility for the under-
developed nations of the Free World But our basic
objectives are political rather than economic... in the
sense that our most pressing interest is to help the
societies of the world develop in ways that will not
menace our security.. which can be relied upon not
to generate conflict, because their own national interests
paraliel ours.... (also) we need the challenge of world
development to keep us from the stagnation of smug
prasperity,”

(Rostow and Miliband 1957)

There is also a more subtle way in which aid exerts
political control. In 1981 the ODA gave £4.6 million to the
Turks and Caicos Islands to help Club Mediteranee (a
French tourism company) build a holiday vilage there, This
steered the Turks and Caicos Islands into relying on tourism
for foreign exchange — and hence indirectly set up a model of
development that further linked the jslands into a
dependent refationship with the capitalist West.

Aid has played an important role in spreading the cultural
values of the American way of life which is, of course, the
prerequisite for spreading the reach of American companies.
The term coined for this well-known phenomenon is “Cultural
imperialism”,

Cultural imperialism is no doubt helped by the fact that
thousands of professionals in the Third World have been
educated In the West (5,256 last year in Britain alone — QDA
1983). Though this is often cited as an important stage in
fostering pro-Western attitudes among Third World elites,
the results are not always certain, During the early 70' when
CPEC was powerfully organising, there were more Harvard
Ph.D.s in the Saudi Arabian government than in the United
States government_{Smith 1980)

Tlie Politics of Western Aid

Cotntry Strategic  Increase in Tncrease in US aid
political  US and inter-  {economic and milir Vi,
date national and eternational

organisation  urganisation
credits {5%) credivs (%)

Brazil 1964 +180 +Hi12

Chile 1973 +1,079 +770

Dominican Republic 1965 +305 1133

Gualemala 1954 T, +5,300

Indonesia 1965 1653 162

Tran 1953 - +900

Philippines 1972 +171 t161

South Korea 1972 +183 -9

Uniguay 1973 +32 121

Source: "The US versus human righls in the Third World® by N, Choesky and
E. Herman, Monthly Review, July - August 1977,

Aid also plays it5 part in the transmission of political
ideas. Television stations, radio receivers have been given as
part of the departing colonial powers aid package, thus
plugging the newly independent country into the ideas and
information network of the West. {See Geotf Mulgan's article
in this issue), Education materials have also formed part of

‘aid programmes, The United States distributed 10 million

copies of a history text book to Central American schools
that re-wrote the European invasion of the area as follows:
“The Indians lived where there was gold but did not know
its value. A Spaniard came looking for gold. The indians
showed him where it was. The Spaniard, to show his
gratitude, taught the Indians how to read and write. He
afso taught them to believe in one God. The Indians, in
turn, were grateful to serve him, Thus, they lived happily
in their village mining gold and cultivating the land, Then
other Spanish came and attacked the village, The Indians
fled. The son asks, Why did the Indians not return?
‘Because they found a place to live better,” answered Mama,
They realized that they had found a very beautiful place,
The Indians felt grateful to those who made them flee.”
Source: ROCAP Book Program, Grade 3, Book 2
(Maclean 1981}
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Military Aid

It economic aid has been used as an arm of foreign policy,
it should come as no surprise that military aid is too. When the
U.5. aid programme first started off, there was a 4:1 proportian
of economic to military aid. By the end of the 1950 the
propartion was all but reversed, (Congressional Quarterly
1960}, Now the armounts are more or less equal. This military
aid is used 1o repress groups within Third World countries
which are fighting for a more just social order, It is clear that
this aid has perpetuated and exacerbated underdevelopment.
For example, consider the following:

El Salvador

2% own 60% of the land

60% are landless

40% are unemployed

75% of children sufier from malnutrition,

Source: Et Salvador Bulletin 1983

U.S. Aid and El Salvador

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
Govt. murders of
civilians 1,149 13,194 16,5637 5840 5599
Military Aid from US
{in & millions) 3549 8100 8130

{Source: Comicion de Derechos Humanos d'El Salvador 1983)

Government murders are defined as “political killings of non-
combatant civilians by the government and security forces,”

In 1981 El Salvador received another $523.0 million from
other countries — of which Britain supplied $19.2 million via
multilateral agencies {Pearce 1982),

Military aid (and its impact on underdevelopment) is
generally ignored,

Large amounts of the U.S economic aid programme goes to
support governments with large military expenditure, and
international economic aid is often called in to mop up after the
atrocities committed via a military aid programme. This was
found with Vietnam, which has been all but boycotted by the
international aid community despite its devastation at the hands
ofthe American airforce, The issue of military aid will be looked
at in more detail in 1ssue 5 of this journal, but it can be noted
here that the reasons for military aid are quite obvious, It is
associated with US, investment, strategic supplies of raw
materials and regions of competition with the Soviet bloc,

Hoe
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Non-Governmental Organisations

Different questions need to be asked about aid which is
given out by non.governmental organisations, Firstly, it should
be said that the amount of aid they deal with is minute in
comparison with government programmes. In 1982 all the
NGQ’ in Britain between them raised £50 million, (ODA
1983). Through this fundraising charities have a very high
profile in Britain, Oxfam, for instance, is a household name and
the voluntary aid agencies have a powerful impact on the
general  public’s understanding of  underdevelopment
(Schlackman 1979),

NGO's work very differently from governments. The tend to
operate through voluntary groups rather than directly via
governments in the Third World, and are committed {in most
cases) to working with ‘the poorest of the poor’, They are
funded through donations from the general public in the West
— with a very small propartion of matching funds from
government, Altruism would clearly seem to be a motivating
factor here. However, overseas charities put enormous effort
and resources into fundraising — 5:1 is considered a very good
rate of return (That is, for every £1 spent on fundraising, £5
income is raised), Clearly people are not queuing up to donate
money to the Third World. They are persuaded to do so, Jérgen
Lissner argued that this fundraising put constraints on the
developrment message of charities in the West,

“An agency committed to development at the grass-roots

level may be convinced that some of their most valuable

counterparts in the Third World are particular mass move-
ments ey, peasant associations, stum-dweller organisations,
or liberation movements). But if they come out openly
and in favour of such partners, they are likely to alienate
a number of contributors who have little fove left for what
they see as ‘radical agitators’ ar ‘agents of violence’,
Similarly an agency which is convinced that the

econamic and military policies of the rich world strongly

aggravate or even cause many of the poor world’s problems,

is likely to find its efforts to maximise income thwarted if it
professes this conviction loudly and clearly,”
{New Internationalist 1979}

He argued that the aid agencies of Europe found a way out

of this problem by ‘blaming the victim' —~

“The (danors) want to bind up wounds, infect morphine,

administer penicillin, and evacuate the wounded for

rehabilitation. They explain what’s wrong with the victim in
terms of social experiences in the past.., those who buy the
solution of (blaming the victim) are inevitably blinding
 themselves to the basic causes of the problems being

addressed.”
{Ryan 1971}
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Lissner sums up the impact of this situation on the voluntary
overseas aid agency message as follows:

1} The Third World’s broblems are basically internal, caused by
the hostile forces of nature, rapid population growth, low
agricultural productivity, or insensitive governments.

2) The economic and political forces which produce wealth and
affluence for the rich have nothing to do with the forces
which create poverty, either in the West or the Third World,

3) The main fault of the rich in the high-income countries is
that they allow poverty to continue and not that they create
it (i.e. don't give enough to the aid agencies).

4) The important issue is how the rich spend their money, not
how they get it,

This approach was independently identified by the editorial
board of an Indian journal called ‘"HOW" based in Delhi in open
tetter 1o development agencies in the West.

This letter is addressed ta the functionaries of such
agencies and institutions and, more specifically, to those
miflions of well-meaning men and women in the industrially
developed countries who contribute a part, even if a small
part, of their earnings to build these funds with a view to
helping the people in the third world. We are aware that
these donors, small and big, are inspired by different
motivations. Some of them may be contributing funds for
such cases as an act of charity (o assuage their otherwise
disturbed consciences, some others may be doing so with
the conviction that this aid would accelerate the process
of structural transformation in developing countries. There
may be some others moved by Christian spirft of compassion
for the poor and anxious that their help reaches the
potential  beneficiaries directly and is nof wasted and
hlacked by bureaucratic red tape...

ft is also passible that this generosity is intended to
soften criticism of official policies, towards third world,
within the donor countries. Perhaps, poverty in the third
world comes in handy to the ruling classes for developing a
quilt conscience among their own people with a view to
discourage  them from  struggling to  overthrow the
exploitative structures in their country and the charity
they are made to give to sublimate their indignation at what
they have done to human beings in far-off lands...

We are sometimes struck by the fact that while official
policies of some of these industrialised countries cause
impaverishment and misery to large numbers of people in
the developing countries, the funding agencies located in
these countries provide funds to groups and organisations
engaged in organising the victims of those policies. For
example, many European multinational corporations engaged
in import of maritime products have jeopardised the jobs of
millions of fishermen along the Indian coast fine who have
heen  thrown out of their traditional vocation.
Simultaneously, these funding agencies from these countries
are generous in extending help to groups and institutions
engaged in rehabilitation of these victims of the policies of
their governments and corporations. Perhaps if such help was
not available, these victims would have taken to more
mitfitarmt action to safeguard their interests.

We would also like to ask our friends why they do not

earmark a small part of the funds available with them for a

continuous study and critical evaluation of the consequences

of the polficies of their governments and trans-national
carporations on the fate of the developing nations and their
people, To say the least, it appears incongruous that while
millions of doflars and deutchmarks should be available for

“revolutionary™ work in developing countries even a small

fraction of  hat amount should not be available for

monitoring and investigating policies and practices pursued
by these governments of industrially developed countries
in relation to the developing countries. And if so many
people are genuinely concerned about the oppression and
exploitation in the third world, why they should not or
cannat be mobilised for fighting and exposing tendencies
in their own country?

How Editorial Board 1982

These are important questions. In Britain aid agencies are
limited by charity laws of this country, which prohibit
political activity, However, the traditional assumption is that
charities are not there to change the world, but to administer
a little help to those who are worst affected by the status quo,
Some charities (such as War on Want} have had to set up
separate non-charitable sections to take on palitically
controversial campaigns,

As the HOW group point out, guilt, pity, paternalism and a
simple ducking of the issues can just as easily support
charitable donations, as altruism. This combination of
liberalism, arrogance and political naivete is actually part of the
problem, not part of the solution to poverty in the Third
World,

Is Aid a Solution?

® The four largest transnational corporations have a combined
turnover which is greater than Africa’s Gross National
Product (UN 1980}

® In 1969 a truck from the West could be bought for 69 bags
of coffee. In 1979 the same truck cost 120 bags of coffee.
{Campaign Coffee 1980}

e World military expenditure is approximately $450 billion a
year. [Campaign Against the Arms Trade 1980}

e In 1980 Third World countries owed more than $439 billion
to Western governments and companies,

e A one point increase in U.S, interest rates costs Brazil and
Mexico $1.2 billion a year on their debt repayments.

What has aid got to do with all this? These issues reflect the
political and economic power that Western companies and
governments have, The solution to these problems can hardly
be expected to come from the same source. Hard negotiating
on trade prices, liberation movements, trade unions and
peasant leagues, cooperation between countries in the South
with similar interests have been, and will continue to he, the
source of change. The privileged have never heen known for
their enthusiasm to relinquish privilege {(UNCTAD is also
known as ‘Under No Circumstances Take Any Decisions!).
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Within this, though, an argument can be made for aid based
on mutual interests. If aid is not tackling the fundamental
structural issues of poverty, then surely it at least ameliorates
the situation. A dab on the wound is surely betier than nothing,

A good deal of research has gone into looking at whether
mainstream economic aid helps even in this stop-gap way. The
answer has often been a rescunding ‘no’. In an unequal
situation, outside help is almost bound to go to the powerful,
In non-socialist Asia 60% of the arable land is controlled by 20
per cent of the landowners; given this social reality the cutcome
of aid projects is predictable {Sklar 1980):

At First we were surprised that the beneficiary of the World
Bank’s atd should be the richest man in our village, but on
closer investigation we learned that this was not so strange,
A forefgn expert working on the project told us, 1 will no
longer ask who s getting the wefl | know what the answer
will be, and I don’t want to hear jt. One hundred per cent
of these wells are going to the big boys. Each thana
(administrative unit) s allotted & certain number of
tubewells. First priority goes to those with political clout,
the judges, the magistrates, the Members of Parliament,
the union chairman. If any are feft over, the local authorities
auction them off. The rich landlords compete, and whoever
offers the biggest bribe gets the tubewell Around here the
going price is 3,000 taka {less than $200).”

An evaluation sponsored by the Swedish International
Development Authority (SIDA), which helped to finance the
tubewell project, confirms that the experience of our village
was typical. The evaluator concluded after examining 270
tubawells: It s not surprising that the tubewells have been
situated on the land of the well-to-do farmers, or that it is
the same well-to-do farmers who are the chairmen and
managers of the frrigation groups. It (would have) been
more surprising §f the tubewells had not been located on
their land, with the existing rural power structure,
maintained largely because of the unequal distribution of
the land.”

Given the social realities of rural Bangladesh, the outconie
aof the World Bank’s tubewell project was entirely
predictable.,.”

Similar conclusions have been drawn in studies on food aid
Tackson 1980, War on Want 1983). The food is often resold by
governments, it benefits those who are already fed, depresses
the price of locally produced food — and of course, ignores the
political reasons for hunger in the first place.

There is another level of difficuity with foreign aid. Even
non-governmental organisations have to cope with the cultural
gaps and colanial heritage that affect relations between peoples.
For example, sexism in the west 15 one part of our cultural
baggage that has chronically affected aid projects — both
governmental and voluntary (See the article by Chiistina
Stinakowitz in this issue),

“We have this gap between our publicity people and the

field. For example, they keep saying we dig wells here

to avert another drought, and we stopped doing that some
time ago”’
{Voluntary agency’s regional representative)

“Don’t you believe in wells any mare?”

{BR}

“Well no, we've had very negative experience with this well

digging business, Everybody things they're so important, but

we've done everything we can think of and we can't get the
community to take responsibility. l've been to villages,
collected all the men together, talked with them for hours,

Then | come back witht the equipment, they dig down until

midday, and there’s sorme water at the bottom of the hole. !

can’t get them to understand that they’ve got to keep on
digging, otherwise the welf will dry up as soon as the dry
season starts. They just refuse to dig any deeper, and of

course their wells dry up and they come and ask for more
help, I'm fed up with wells,””

“But why are you only talking to the men in the first place?
They're not the uvnes who go to the well every day, year in
and year out, and who actually observe the level going up
and down according to the season: the women do,”

pause

“f didn't think of that then. That was before | started to
become enlightened about women.”

{Rogers 1980, p55)

A critical look at aid raises questions that are central to
development studies. H can be a way of looking at the origins of
poverty, ithe way that poverty is maintained and the aliernatives
that people are fighting for which make the notion of aid
redundant. In the 1970's there was a shift in thinking about the
welfare state, from a concept of charity, to one of justice. A
similar shift is needed in an international framework.,
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MULTINATIONALS

Multinationals control much of what we eat, what we wear,
the jobs we do, the books and newspapers we read, the music
we listen to, the banks that hold our savings, the governments
that we vote for. Yet their size and international character

makes them accountable to no one.

Anpe Simpson and Alan Sinclais

The phenomenon of capital operating across national
boundaries is as old as capitalism itself; and such large concerns
as the East India Company, the Hudson Bay Company and the
United Africa Company were well established in the 18th and
19th centuries. But since the Second World War there has been
such a staggering rise in the number, size and influence on a
world scale of these international businesses the term
‘multinationals’ [MNC’s} has been coined, The term has some
drawbacks. They are not truly “international’’ organisations.
All but one or two are registered in a single, developed country
— and most of them are American, (See Table 1}. (Alternatively,
the word "transnationals’ may be used; it refers to the ability of
these companies to maove capital across national boundaries.]

What characterises the MNC's is, in brief, their size, their
diversity ofinterests and their special international character

which enables them to exploit people and resources glabally
in the search for profit,

Size. Consider the world’s ten largest companies, £ach of these

companies has an annual turnover which cannot be rivalled
by the Gross National Products of at least 150 nations. Unilever,
for instance, has a turnover of US® 13.5 billion — roughly the
GNP of Greece; while General Motors, with a turnover of
US$ 31 billion in 1974, almost puts Switzerland in the shade.

Diversity: Multinationals spread their interests in broadly

two directions. Some MNC's are “horizontally integrated”
— spreading their investments over a wide range of products
and services. EMI have interests in music and armaments,
Boeing manufacture aircraft and grow potatoes, Gulf and
Western grow sugar, make paper, sell cigars, make films and
run a New York ice-hockey team, GKN make a wide range
of engineering products — and riot-control vehicles,

In vertical integration, MNC's seek to contro! as many
steps in the production of a product as possible. Del Monte
grow the pineapples and do the canning. The oil companies
do the prospecting, drilling, shipping, refining — and they
own the filling stations too.

However, there has been z trend away from this latter
method of control, The food industry in particular has moved
away from it as third world governments have nationalised
plantations and legislated against multinational domination
of key industries, This often benefits multinationals, For
instance, Tate and Lyle has shifted multinational domination
of key industries. This often benefits multinationals. For
instance, Tate and Lyle has shifted its interests to the
marketing and management consultancy side of the sugar
business. This enables it to retain essential control of the

business, without having the risks of running the plantations,
(Dinham 1280).

International Character: The magazine Business International
summed it up well in 1967 when it noted:

The global company views the world as a single entity.
Its perspectives transcend all national boundaries, Decisions are
made not in terms of what js best for the home country or any
particular product group, but in terms of what is best for the
corporation as a whole on an international basis... {T)aking the
whole world as their market, they tend to organise production,
distribution and selling activities with as little regard for
national (politicall boundaries as the realities of time and space
permit,

What this means in the case of the mosl fully developed
mulitinationals is a truly worldwide production line, with each
different corporate function done in the place where it is most
profitable. Labour intensive work will be done ivhere wages are
low and unions are weak, research and development will be
where skilled labour is available, governments stable and
informatian is plentiful,

The growth of muitinationals on a world scale has put the
world’s markets in the hands of a relatively. small number of
firms. For example in Britain:

1950 —  The top 100 manufacturing firms controlied one fifth
of manufacturing output,

1970 — The top 100 manufacturing firms controlled one
half of manufacturing output,

1980 —  the top 100 manufacturing firms controlled two-thirds

of manufacturing output,

In key foods and household goods two or three Firms between
them control 80—95% of the goods in the shops.

In the rest of the world the picture is similar. One third of
Third World manufacturing output is controlled by multi-
nationals, One third of all world trade is made up of sales and
transfers within these corporations. In 1984 — it has been
estimated — 300 giant corporations are running two thirds of
the world economy.

Multinationals also have a decisive influence on the financial
markets of the global economy. The 1976 Council of Europe
Report on Multinational Corporations estimated that these
giant companies had $270 billion in liquid assets, {that is
available credit). This was more than twice the total reserves
of all the world’'s central banks and international financial
institutions put together {Sinclair 1982).

Muitinationals have ushered in the era of Monopoly Capital.
What are the implications? One way of considering this transfer
of control is to look at the arguments that are put in favour of
mulinationals, wusually by multinationals themselves, As
persannel in governments and multinationals often overlap, it is
nat surprising to hear the same arguments put by governments.

George Ball, former WU.S. Undersecretary of State and
President of Lehman Brothers International, voiced the
common argument that multinationals are a welcome stage in
the rationalisation of the world economy,
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“Today a large and rapidly expanding roster of companies
is engaged in taking the raw materials produced in one group
of countries, transforming these into manufacturing goods
with labour and plant facilities of another group, and selfing
the products in still a third group... all with the benefit of
jnstant communications, quick transport, computers and
modern management techniques. They are deploying
resources and altering patterns of production and
distribution month to month in response to changes in price
and avaifahility of labour and materials,” (Skilar 1980)

Governments as diverse as the People’s Republic of China,
Britain and South Korea have encouraged multinational
investment, and different governments often compete with each
other to provide incentives for multinational investment,

Specifically the advantages are held to be as follows:

Multinationals bring:
1. Investment funds, and foreign exchange,
2. Advanced technology and training.
3. Stimulating effects on the rest of the economy by

increasing effective dernand for consumer and capital

goods,
. Employment, and increases in personal income,
. Revenue to the state through corporate and personal income

tax.

It is also argued that this allows Third World countries in
particular to make use of the two assets in which they possess a
“comparative advantage”, namely cheap labour and raw
materials, while bringing in those factors in which the West
possesses a  “‘comparative advnatage”, namely investment,
technology and marketing,

Each of these assertions can be challenged,

o

New investment undertaken by multinationals does not
necessarily mean a new influx of foreign capital. MNGC's borrow
heavily on the local financial markets (Ford Phillipines was
started from scratch without a single cent being imported) and
in subsequent cycles of reinvestment, use is made of lacally
generated profits, If an inflow of investment resources does take
place it is usually in the first phase of investment only:

Let me summarise our overseas record during the past 15
years in terms of some objective measures of business
accomplishments, At the end of 1950, the value of General
Motors™ net working capital and fixed overseas assets was about
& 180 miflion... By the end of 1965, this investment had
increased to about § 1.1 billion, or approximately 8 times the
1950 figure. This expansion was accomplished almost entirely
from financial resources generated hy General Motors
operations abroad and through local borrowings which could be
repald from lcnal earnings. As a result... our overseas subsidiaries
remitted about two thirds of their earnings to the United States,

(Frederick G, Donner,
Chairman of General Motors Board of Directors, 1966)

In fact, when figures for capital flows to the Third World
are put beside the flow of profit remittance, which is a capital
flow out of the Third World, we find that the South is helping
the North:

‘Capital flows from Latin America and into the US are now
over four times as great as the How South. The countries of
Latin America, in a way, are actually giving foreign aid to the
US, the wealthiest country in the world”,

{Gunnar Myrdal 1971)

Over the period 1950 to 1965, $3.8 hillion flowed from the
United States to Latin America as foreign investment. In the
same period, $ 11.3 billion flowed from Latin America to the
US, as remittances for profit, payment of interest on loans,
royalties and so on, Overall, the net flow from Latin America
to the US came to 8 7.5 hillion {(U.S, Dept. of Commerce 1978},
And in the meanwhile, the U.S. investments in Latin America
had grown through locally reinvested profit and were remitting
profit northwards year and year.

This drains resources from the Third World's meagre reserves |
of foreign currency, Unilever extracts its profits from Kenvya in
pounds, sterling, doilars or other desirable currency, not in
Kenya shillings; and this denies Kenya vital imports which could
be bought with the same pounds or dollars. Further drains on
foreign exchange may be caused by MNC’s imports of capital
equipment, fuel or raw materials or semifinished goods for use
in the manufacturing process, These costs may be only narrowly
offset, if at ail, by any exports which the MNC makes possible
or imports which it makes unnecessary,
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“The Multinationals introduce advanced technology™ Table 1
Top 130 Countries and Cowpanies in 1976
The question of the global “transfer of technology” .
conducted by the MNC's is controversial. That technology is ‘Ra“‘k Name Amount - Comrany
being tranferred in a physical sense is indubitable. The multi- 76 "70° Country/Company (_.'N.P/Sales Headquarters
nationals bring in production technigues which are “capital- (Billion SUS)
intensive”, using advanced machinery, to raise the productivity I 1 *United States 1,694.9
of the workforce. In some sectors of the Third World 2 2 USSR 717.5
economy, the same techniques and equipment can be found 3 3 eJapan 5739
as in Europe or America: Rollei cameras in Singapore, 4 4 eFederal Republic
cAV-Lucas injection nozzles in South Korea, VW Beetles in of U;;m*any (Wastd 461 8
Brazil. But has this technology been transferred in a full sense? § S eFr : R 356.0
Transfer of technology does not necessarily mean that Third ;dnca‘ A0
world countries contro/ the new technologies, or that the & 6 !People.sRepubh;
technology is appropriate. Appropriate technology would create of China 307.0
employment, meet basic needs and contribute to self-reliance, 7 7 *United Kingdom 233.5
This cannot be & 9 *(Cznada 182.5
-
guaranteed. This is graphically illustrated in the electronics ]g lg g?:iyt :Sgg
industry. Women in California, Ireland and South Fast Asia “l 2
work with high technology equipment, doing repetitive, 11 16 ¢Spain 107.2
extremely low paid work that is damaging 1o their health: 12t Poland 99.1
“Electronics companies require perfect vision in new 13 45 Australia 97-3_
employees but most women need glasses after a few vears 14 19 »Netherlands 91.6
on the job. During the bonding process women peer through 15 10 India §7.8
microscopes for 7 te 9 hours a day attaching hairJike gold 16 13  German Democratic
wires to silicon chips. One study in South Korea found that Republic (East) 5.8
most electronics assembly workers developed eye problems 17 18 Sweden 74.2
after only one year of employment: 88% had chronic 18 39 1lIran 69.2
conjunctivitis; 47% became near sighted, 19% developed 19 20 *Relgium 68.9
astigmatism, The campanies treat these health complaints 2 14 Mexico 655
with indifference. “These girls are used to working with 2 2 Sv:ilzer]an d 5é .
scopes, We've found ng eye problems. But it sure makes me o 1 e L '
dizzy to look through those things™ said a plant manager 22 17 C”Lh?ﬁ]ov‘lk’a 36.5 i
at Hewlett-Packard’s Malaysia operation.” 23 29 eExxon 48.6 U%
(Fuentes and Ehrenreich 1983) 24 %p, -Generlal Moters 47.2 US
The products which they make are for export, not local 23 33 Austria 42.2
consumplion, The pocket calculator cannot be said to have 26 45 Turkey ) 413
contributed to the alleviation of basic poverty. In what sense 27 — Saudi Arabia 40.9
do the women in the high-tech electronics industry benefit 28 22 Arpentina 40.7
from this transfer of technology? 29 30 «DRenmark 9.0
In addition ta this there is n¢ guarantee that a Third World 0 25 Yugoslavia 37.7
country will have access 1o all the technology needed to 31 36 *Royat Dutch/Shelt Group 36,1 Netherlands/
manufacture a product, UK
Ford’s "Asian Car Complementation Scheme®” is a case in 12 32 Indonesia 16.1
point with some components being made in one country, some 31 27 South Africa ‘33 .
in another: no one country is given a full production line, and ; . o
each country has to import most of its parts from the others. f4 35 e Norway 314
Ford Philippines makes only “wheel rims, brake shoes, tie 35 37 Venezuela 31.3
rods and interior assemblies”. Ford Philippines is therefore 36 — Nigeria 30.9

immune from nationalisation.

Nor can the Philippines hold Ford hostage in return:
the same assemnbly lines are carefully duptlicated, with spare
capacity, in other parts of the Ford empire. This doesn’t
affect only the Filipina people: Ford Phitippines components
have been imported into Britain to help break the strikes of
British Ford workers;

“The setting up of enterprises with incomplete production
cycles in each coumtry effectively retains for a giant
enterprise control of the technalogy as a caomplete entity.
The muitinational Deity farms out the fashioning of fegs,
arms, bodies and heads (o his creatures so that no one can
ever aspire to take his place because only he knows how fo
make an entire man and each one’s expertise, however great,
is useless without that of the others. For as long as he can
keep his minions from joining forces, his throne is secure.”
{Constantino 1978)
The technalogy that is transferred, however inappropriate or
incomplete, is generally placed in the hands of the local elite,
and often contral is kept by ex-patriate employaes of the
multinational. One survey of top multinational execulives
reported that there were only 19 local citizens among 1,029
top executives,

{Constantino 1978/

The system of patenting also works to keep contral of
technology  with  the multinationals. When Tanzania
nationalised i1s coffee industry, it had to contract the profitable
processing stage fo Nescafe because that company held a patent
on the necessary technology. If a country does want to use
technology patented by a multinational it can only do so under
licence, for a fee,

{Camipaign Coffee 1980)

Economists 3alk about the mulftiplier, the phenomenon that
s pound invested can create two pounds’ worth of wealth,
pecause the investment stimulafes the local economy by (a)
buying capital goods and raw materials from firms, encouraging
thern to make fresh investment, and buy from other firms ad
infinftum, (b} paying wages and salaries which, when spent,
stimulate the consumer-goods industty and agriculture in
the same way,

However, with MNC investment the mudtiplier is exported.
Some is exported because of the MNCs' poor ‘linkages’ with the
loral economy: it buys its machinery and some of its raw
materials abroad in line with the global carparate plan, and so
restimulates the Western economies. Some is exported because
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of the clear draining of profits, whether declared or undeclared,
And some is exported because the company’s high salaried staff
and agents have lastes which cannot be met within the local
economy, The multiplier effects are limited largely to the sector
supplying food and basic needs to the company’s workers,

MNC’s bring employment and higher wages

It is argued that not only does MNC investiment create jobs,
it pays its workers on average better than local industry, In
some countries, and in some of the trades union movements of
the Third Warld, a “labour aristocracy’’ can be built up amangst
workers in these firms,

When it is argued thal wage rates are good in multinationals,
it should also be remembered that low wage rates in the Third
World are often an important reason for multinationals locating
there in the first place. But MNC investrment
often destroys more jobs than it creates, 1t all depends on which
sector of the local economy the MNC enters; if it produces for
export, or makes goods which otherwise would have been
imporled, then jobs are created, not lost. But if the MNC
manufactures and sells locally a product also_made locally by
a large number of small local firms, jobs will be lost overall,
not gained, and the general level of wages in the economy will
be depressed. This is because the multinational is in a mano-
poly position. Due to mechanisation it can produce goods much
more cheaply than local firms, and by lowering the price it can
drive them out of the market.

Driving out local production, and hence local empioyment,
is a key strategy for MINCs breaking into new markets. This
happened with the Kenyan soap industry which was locally
based until the 1950's. When the multinationals began to
carner the market through hard advertising and pricing wars,
the local industry was completely destroyed, The multi-
nationals used imported rather than local ingredients, which
caused a decline in the local economy as suppliers were put out
of business. During this process, one company brought capital
and loans worth 8.5 million shillings into Kenya, and sent
capital outflow of 55.1 million shillings. Where wages are
reasonable, multinationals will actively reduce the jobs involved
in order to keep profits high. One key way in which they do
this is by destraying a labour intensive industry and replacing
it with a highly mechanised one.

A multinational is also well placed to exploit and oppress the
few that it does employ. Multinationals have not baulked at
interfering politically o ensure that labour conditions suit
them. ITTs role in destabilising Chile under Allende, (U5,
State Dept. 1976} United Brands' regular payments to the
military in Honduras {Seeds of Revolution 1976} are two well-
known examples. Recently in Guatemala when workers
occupied the Coca Cola factory, the company stood by whilst
troops moved in, and death squads intimidated workers famities.
{International Labour Reports 1984) !

Control of the labour force has also
exploitation via sexism:

involved acute
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“Multinationals pit women against sach other not only as
workers, but also as sex objects, superimposing Western
{male) notions of femininity and consumerism upon focal
cultural sterectypes, Beauty contests are an integral part of
factory life with each company sending its own beauty queen
to the yearly “Miss Free Trade Zone” context. Bathing suit
and ‘Guess whose legs these are’ contests are also popular, On
pavday vendors are often let into the Ffactories to sell
cosmetics  (prompted by company-sponsored cosmetic
classes), jewellery and other luxury items | . The growth of
multinational enterprises in East Asia is directly tied to the
rise of tourism and the “hospitality industry” a euphemism
for organised prostitution employing thousands of women.
For Noi, a 20 year ofd Thai woman, prostitution provides
a desperately needed second income: I get 25 baht per day
{less than ¥ 1.50) working in & battery factary, but this is
not enough to cover my expenses, How could this be enough
to pay for my foodsbus ticket and other expenses? And |
can tell you | am thrifty, | have to work at night so that |
can send money to my parents.”
{Fuentes and Ehranreich 1983}
Here the multinationals benefit both ways, First from
exploiting women's secondary status in_the job market by
paying cheap labour rates in the factories, and then from the
prostitution industry in which those same women are forced
to supplement their first inadequate income. The MNC’s which
own the hotels, agencies and transportation systems which the
prostitution industry relies on and supparts.

Anather problem that workers in a multinational face is the
company’s ability to play off one section against another, By
splitting the production process up among different countries,
and keeping spare capacity around the world, multinationals can
fundamentally undermine the bargaining power of any section
at one time. As a member of the Ford Workers Combine put it:

“This divide and rule strategy is one of the great strengths

for the muftinationals. They can pitch government against

government and worker against worker, Workers of every
country are being fed propaganda about how in one respect
they are worse than their fellow workers in another country.

For example, Ford workers in Britain are told that their

productivity is much lower than that of Ford workers in

Germany and Belgium, Ford workers in Germany are told

that they don't make as much profit as their counterparts

in Britain. Ford workers in Spain are told that they strike
too often. Ford workers in Hofland were tald that their
wages were far too high, as were their levels of daily
absenteeism,**

{Havling 1983)

Ford's are investing heavily in Mexico at the moment — and
hence the competition between workers stretches beyond

Europe] This power makes international trade unionism a
necessity.
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PHILLIPS factary jp Singapore :assembling cassette decks for Britain

We have already seen that in competing to attract foreign
investment, couniries cut their tax margins so that the potential
revenue from multinationals is reduced. In addition to this,
creative accounting can drastically reduce any tax that might
be due, The Economist Intelligence Unit reported in 1981 that
major companies pay ‘zero or marginal’ tax at the end of the
day.

The main mechanism for avoiding tax payments is transfer
pricing. In this, subsidiaries of a multinational buy and sell
goods at artificial prices so that profits appear in countries with
low tax rates or lax procedures for collecting taxes.

In 1970 Roche Products (UK) was purchasing  the
ingredients for Librium and Valium at £370 and £922 per
kilo respectively from the parents in Switzerland, but those
same ingredients could be bought for £8 and £20 respectivel v
in ftaly where, Roche admitted, the manufacturing costs
were not very different. The Monopolies Commission
calculated that the real profits to the company on the sales
of Librium and Valium were 55% and 60% respectively,
implying a return on capital employed of over 70%,
{Haslemere Group 1976/}
One Japanese MNC, Toko, has a four-part strategy for
maximising profit through transfer pricing:

1. Selling raw materials to Toko Malaysia at prices set higher
than the standard prices,

2. When Toko Malaysia’s products are sold to Toko Hong Kong
they are sold lower than standard prices.

3. The profit is repatriated from Hong Kong to Japan in the
form of dividends,

4, Japan Toko repatriated profits from Malaysia, Korea and
Taiwan Toko subsidiaries in the form of licence fees,
The general policy... is to manage these overseas ventures
integrally so that Toko Korea won‘t yield any profit

Here’s why you should locate your hext plant in Ciudad
Juarez

Low cost, highly efficient labour with extremely low
turnover and absenteeism rates

Excellent labour relations atmosphere

Greatest availabifity of skilled, semi-skilled and unskiffed
personnel anywhere along the Mexican border

Largest pool of technical, managerial and administrative
manpower (sic) resources along the border

Duty free imports for machinery and raw materials into
Mexico, low duty free rates on exports of semni-finished
products,

An Advertisement cited in
Fuentes and Ehrenreich 1983)
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The Logic of Profit

“Working through great corporations that straddle the earth,
men (sic) are able for the first time to utilise world resources
with an efficiency dictated by the objective logic of profit,”

{Balf op.cit.)

The logic of profit, as we have already seen, drains poor
countries of their resources, exploits cheap labour and distorts
local economies. What else does the logic of profit yield?
Malnutrition in the face of food surplus, {Buchanan 1978),
massive arms trading (CAAT 1983}, environmental destruction
{FOE 1982), drug dumping {Melrose 1982}, sale of dangerous
pesticides {Bull 1982). There is no reason on earth that the
‘logic of profit’ should coincide with human needs, Efficiency
must be defined as the abifity to meet human needs, One exam-
ple illustrates the problem with profit when it is disiocated from
human needs; as it is under monopoly capital: the baby milk
scandat, The same arguments could be made with regard to the
production and consumption of a host of other dangerous or
inefficient products, '

The EEC Common Agricultural Policy, under pressure from
(profit-motivated) European farmers resulted in a massive milk
lake by the mid 1970s, The multinationals moved in,
processing some of it into baby milk. Nestles had the highest
profile, Although heavy advertising in post-war Europe had
opened up massive markets, the new opportunities were in
the Third World., Here the multinationals used a similar
technique. Playing upon women’s high pressure role in which
they must provide the best possible for their children, a massive
market was opened up in Asia, Latin America and Africa, Baby
milk is the perfect captured market, because after severai days
of not breast feeding, women lose the ability to produce milk
and the customer is therefore dependent on artificial
substitutes, The period of ‘experiment’ with the new product
was often supervised by company-paid nurses in state hospitals,
The death of thousands of children has been directly
attributed to the consumption of bahby milk., (WHO 1982),
Where there is no possibility of mixing the powder with
sterilised water, fatal diarhoea is a common outcome, A
campaign against this atrocity was launched by the World
Health Organisation, Development Agencies, and Churches
{Melrose 1982) However, Nestles advertising budget alone is
larger than the WHO's entire operating budget {Sinclair 1982).
Despite agreements to reduce advertising, the problem is by no
means solved.

NETWORK

Alternatives

In the face of this massive, undemocratic and inefficient
domination of the global economy, what can we do?
Coordination between different concerned groups to exchange
information, strategies and link action internationally will
provide the solution. In building this, there are important roles
for us to play, as educators, trade unionists, voters, consumers,
lobbyists and supporters of development agencies,

Putting Multinationals on the Agenda

Multinationals benefit enormously from their invisibility.
The first priority is to publicise the extent of their control,
and the criteria by which multinationals operate,

There are several sources of useful information:

Transnational Information Centre {London)
¢/o 7 Terrapin Road
lLondon SW17,

Counter Information Services
9 Poland Street
London W1,

International Labour Reports/
North West Transnationals Project

300 Oxford Road

Manchester M13,

International Trade Union Secretariats and World Company
Councils, {addresses available from the TUC, Russell Street,
London WC1)

Labour Research Department
78 Blackfriars Road
London SE1,

Annual Reports of the Multinational in question{available from
the company itself),

The McCarthy Index {a file of press clippings on companies

available at the City Business Library, London Wall and in the
British Museum).

Come to MANILA!

in Manila your expatriate-managers will enjoy Asia’s lowest
living costs among the most outgoing people in the Pacific,

Many bungalows in the Makati area have swimming pools as
standard equipment, A cook starts as £12, a maid at £6, and a
firstrate chauffeur at £22. Quick entryandexit clearances:
income tax limited to 15% of gross, '

Recent Presidential decrees have simplified conciliation and
arbitration of labour disputes (both strikes and lockouts
prohibited), lifted work restrictions on Sundays and holidays
fiberalised the employment of women and children, and
expanded the scope of the apprenticeship programme,

Labour costs for the foreign company setting up plant in
Manila could work out from 35 to 50% lower than they would
be in either Hong Kong or Singapore.

Our corporate-tax incentives are rates as better than those
offered by Indonesia, Singapore, South Korea, Australia and
Japan. (This might be why close to 394 million came in from
the United States alone during the first 11 months of 1973,

Advert in the London Times,
June 12th 1975
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Publicity is an important tool. Raising issues through writing
to the local press, youtr councillors and MP is useful. Ultimately
though, organisation wilt be the key to success. A useful list of
campaigns and groups is given in the back of several diaries, such
as the Spare Rib Diary, the Big Red diary, printed by Pluto
Press, and Housman's Peace diary, They are stocked by many
bookshops, Alternatively the National Association of
Development Education Centres has a usefu! list of affiliates,
and holds the addresses of many other groups too. They can be
contacted at 128 Buckingham Palace Road, London 3W1.

Consumer Power

Certain campaigns make use of boycotts, For instance the
Anti-Apartheid movement has just issued a new boycott list
of consumer goods linked to South Africa, A copy is available
(please send a stamped addressed envelope) from 13 Mandela
Street, off Pratt Street, London NW1. They have also produced
a Consumer Boycott Kit which costs £1, Boycotts have their
limitations, but have a part to play in publicising the issues and
drawing people in. They can have a significant impact on the
company concerned as well, For instance, Nestles is estimated
to have lost $ 1 billion in sales over the 5 year period during a
hoycott linked 1o the Baby Milk Campaign. Likewise, Barclays
is estimated to have lost $ 5 hillion in turnover in the last five
years in the End Loans to South Africa ‘Boycott Barclays’
camapign,

Tradelnions

Because multinationals put workers in competition with
each other, international organisation is difficult, Despite this,
workers at companies like Fords, Kodak and Philips have
formed thelr own international links in order to work out
joint strategies to protect working conditions and jobs, Trade
Unions have also done research on alternatives 1o multinational
structures. For instance, the International Tobacco Workers
Union has produced a plan for shifting investment to socially
useful products, gradually reducing the British Government's
dependence on cigarette taxes, and turning Third World tobacco
farms over to economically viable and healthy alternatives., The
Centre for Alternative Industrial and Technological Systems,
(North London Polytechnic, Holloway Road, London N7} has a
range of other examples,

Voting

Governments are slowly taking up the issue of legislating to
control muliinationals. At the moment, a law is being discussed
in the European parliament that would improve workers' rights
to company information and representation (called the
vredeling directive), British Tory Euro MPs have been working
hard to water it down. Lobby your MP and find out whether
they support the legistation, Local government is equally
important, For instance, the Greater London Council is setting
up a research centre to investigate the local impact of multi-
nationals, and work out strategies with campaigning groups,
Likewise, the government of Bangladesh took the initiative
in legislative controls for multinational drug companies by
jssuing a list of 250 essential drugs in 1983, while 1700
preparations were declared redundant. Similarly, Oxfam, and
other groups have campaigned for safety legislation governing
the use of pesticides in Britain to be extended to the Third
World.
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WORLD TRADE

Hilary Scannell, Third World First

OUR LAND WAS USED FOR

THE PEOCPLE.

ONCE UPON A TIME, BEFORE

COFFE , SUGAR AND TEA, WE
JUSED TO GROW FOOD FOR

This article examines trade between the 'North’ and the ‘South’,
It argues that world trade is unequal and weighted heavily
against the South, This reflects the colonial legacy, the post-
World War Two decline in commaodity prices and the lack of
bargaining power of the countries ofthe South, Hilary Seannell
argues that there is no meaningful dialogue between the North
and the South, and that alternatives are urgently required to
end the injustices of the current situation,

The article refers to non-socialist countries which are caught
in the web of international capitalism; it suggests that this is
precisely their problem.

The legacy of the past

Most history teachers today are willing to admit the
barbarity of the plundering voyages undertaken by European
‘explorers’ in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, These
voyages were essentially for the purpose of forcibly transferring
wealth — in the form of gold and silver or rare spices — from
other continents to Europe, But teachers of the contemporary
scene — including geographers — are often less willing to make
the links between history and the present day. But the present
world trading system, with jts continuing inequity and
reinforcement of the gross disparities of income between
North and South, is in its own way as unfeeling and barbaric
as the past brutal plunder of the South by the North. In an age
which claims to be more civilised it is undoubtedly capitalism’s
greatest scandal,

Not everyone, of course, will agree. What follows to back
up the perhaps startling statements made above is necessarily
simplified, But it is a version of the story that ought at least to
be available, an alternative to the received wisdom that Britain's
nineteenth century supremacy was the result of British
inventive genius and good housekeeping and that the wealth
of the North and poverty of the South is somehow justifiable.

Five centuries ago, at the beginning of the age of
explorations, European civilization was less advanced than many
others. Walter Rodney, in his book How Europe
Underdeveloped Africa, tells of the amazement of Dutch visitors
to the city of Benin, What caused most surprise was that the
houses of the natives were ‘in no way inferior to the Dutch as
regards cleanliness; they wash and scrub their houses so well
that they are polished and shining like a looking glass’. Many
other examples are quoted in Teresa Hayter's Creation of
World Poverty. She also points out that agricutture in many
parts of the world was highly developed, Rodney argues thgt
European cotonia! expansion ¢reated endemic. starvation in
places where there had previously been enough food.,

In the beginning, the Europeans stole gold and silver. It was
the hope of finding gold, 8 Adam Smith pointed out, that
prompted the explorations in the first place, not a higher, more
abstract interest in discovery, Europegans brought home their
loot from South America and Africa and used some of it to
barter for Eastern spices and textiles. The accumulation of the
rest eventually provided the capital for industrialization,
together with the profits from such edifying enterprises as the
slave trade.

Yet to generations of school children the British Empire
has been presented as an institution which brought
enlightenment and relative prosperity to savages, But the truth
fs that Britain, and other colonising nations, created the
poverty: they now congratulate themselves on making puny
efforts to alleviate it. The South not only suffers today from the
past, but continues to be exploited, although the exploitation
is more sophisticated and complex, Plus ¢a change . .,

The colonies remained hewers of wood and drawers of water.
throughout their coionial history. And for the most, this role
has persisted, Of the farming acreage of the Philippines, fifty-
five per cent is used for growing export crops of sugar,
coconuts, hananas, rubber, pineapples, cocoa and coffee, In
Senegal half the land is given over to growing pesnuts. Export
of those same peanuts actually increased during the years of
drought in the Sahel,

Industrialization required more than money. in order to
manufacture anything, raw materials are needed; in order to
make a profit the manufacturers must be sold to a market,
The continents of the South first supplied wealth, then the
food, cotton and minerals required by the infant industries of
the North, Over the continents of America land formerly used
to grow food for people to live on was absorbed into vast
plantations for the growing of sugar, tobacco or cotton. The
slave trade originated as a means of supplying labout to these
plantations, This perversion of the natura! subsistence patterns
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of agriculture to serve the greed of the coloniser was
reproduced in other continents. The growing of cash crops for
export to the North not only physically cccupied much of the
most fertile land, but also exhausted it. The consequences of this
distorted pattern of production are still with us today. For
many third world countries food accounts for a high
proportion of the import bili — often higher than energy. At
the same time, as we shall see later, the earnings of the South
from cash crops and raw materials have systematically declined,

The founders of the British Empire had a strong belief in
free trade. They could afford to; the British had a policy of
wiping out any competing industries in the colonies so that the
colony was forced to buy British, The most notorious example
is the destruction of the Indian textile industry (Cook 1984,
pp67). Less well-known is the crushing of a vital iron and steel
sector, At the beginning of the industrial revolution, before the
home market had fully developed, colonies absorbed around
seventy per cent of British exports. Without these markets
to stimulate early production Britain’s industrial reveolution
might have been a very different affair.

Decline in Commodity Prices

During the war the commodity-suppliers generalty managed
to increase their bank balances, But the 1950's saw the start of
a decline in commodity prices reiative to the price of
manufactured goods; and this decline, by fits and starts, has
continued ever since, Prices fell by ten to fifteen per cent
between 1954 and 1962; the scale of the disaster can be
recognised by noting that commodities accounted for, on
average, eighty per cent of the exports of developing countries.
Duting that same period these countries actually increased
the volume of their exports by over forty per cent, Yet an
accumulated trade surplus of $1.6 billion was converted to a
deficit of 83 billion, In 1960, twenty-five tons of rubber would
buy six tractors; in 1975 it would only buy two.

So the countries of the South are already disadvantaged; the
goods in which they have a comparative advaniage are under-
priced on the world market, Over thirty developing countries
are dependent for fifty per cent of their export earnings on a
single commadity; ten of them rely on one commaodity for more
than seventy-five per cent. Non-oil commodity exporters have
experienced a thirty-five per cent drap in prices since 1980
alone.

But why are commodity prices falling so dramatically in
relation to manufactured goods? The answer is complex, Some
of the recent rise in the cost of manufactured goods is due to
the rise in oil prices, The strong bargaining position of the
North has enabled companies to pass the increase on, Also, as
trade unions in the North have achieved better wages and
conditions, the price: of manufactured goods has increased
in order to maintain profit margins, Repressive anti-unjon
regimes {often supported by the North) combined with large
pools of reserve labour, have made similar action more
difficult for workers in the South. In some ceses, Northern
technology has developed cheaper, synthetic substitutes
for commaodities from the South, For instance, this has hit
the jute market on which Bangladesh depends for half its
eatrnings,
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The graph shows non-oil commedity prices as
measured by the price of manufactures imported by
developing countries. The commadities are coffee,
cocoa, tea, maize, rice, wheat, sorghum, soybeans,
groundnuts, palm oil, coconut oil, copra, groundnut
oll, soybean meal, sugar, beef, bananas, oranges,
cotton, jute, rubber, tobacca, logs, copper, 1in, hickel,
bauxite, alurninium, iron ore, manganese ore, lead,
zinc, and phosphate rock.

Fhird World First

Source: World Bank Report 1983

Lack of Bargaining Power :

The root of the problem ligs in the lack of bargaining power
held by Third World countries. The governments seem to be
unable to do something as apparently simple as asking a higher
price for their products, If you rely for fifty per cent of your
income on one product, {(and countries such as Burundi,
Mauritius, Zambia do) then sell that product you must, or
catastrophe will follow, A small, poor country has no reserves to
gambie with, The potential buyer knows that the seller is under
this compulsion to close a deal, and therefore has the upper
hand, particularly when the product in question is a luxury one
like cocoa or coffes.

In many instances, the body negotiating the price will be
a transnational corporation. In some countries, transnationals
even own the land on which crops are grown; Macdonald's
{hamhurger chain) own the fertile valleys of Haiti which they
use for growing alfalfa to feed to their cattle; the Haitian
peasants scratch out a precarious living on the steep mountain
sides. But today it is more common to find transnationals
exerting control by less flagrantly imperialist measures. The
country of origin may own the land on which the sugar,
or cocoa, or tobacco is grown; but the crops are grown under
licence to a company which then controls the collection,
transport, processing and marketing. It is after all in these
activities that the real profits are to be made. (UNGTAD has
estimated that only fifteen per cent of the price of a banana
to consumers in the North finds it way back to the country
of origin.}

Third World countries often do not have the cash to
spare to look for their own individual buyers in the North; they
are often glad to enter into a partnership with a transnational
and have an assured market for their crop. The problem is that
too often they lose control of the price, and eventually of
decisions about which crops should '~ arown.

So a third world country earns iess for what it sells, and
has to pay more for what it buys, In order to bring about any
kind of development some northern goods are needed; for
example, buses, trains and trucks may be needed in transport,




Conternparary Issues in Geography and Education Vol 1, No. 3,

1984 DISCUSSION

w%?@%@?%

PUT LA UNIBAD
T b GG

FORMAY

Jeany Mathews

generators for electricity production, X-oay machines in
hospitals, new technology for business growth and so on. Qit is
also necessary.

Many northern countries tie their aid to the purchase of their
own manufactures, whether these are the best value for money
or not, Agricultural assistance often takes the form of Green
Revolution - type schemes, where the peasant farmer is
persuaded to grow improved varieties of seed which need high
inputs of northern fertiliser and pesticides. In order to improve
health services & third world country will need to import drugs,
at vastly inflated prices, The South is caught in a poverty trap,

One way out would be for the third world countries to
diversify their economies, to grow a wider variety of crops and
do more of the valuable processing; to manufacture their own
drugs and fertilisers and basic industrial equipment — simply
to become more selfsufficient, But the world trading system
has placed obstacles in the way of achieving this ideal. It is
these obstacles which are the nub of the system’s continuing
inequality and which demonstrate the rich world’s lack of
real interest — rhetoric aside — in promoting the welfare of
the South,

If you grow coffee or cocoa, it makes sense 1o begin the
process of industrialization by processing the coffee or cocoa,
But the tariff structures in the north are designed to discourage
this, Raw cocoa beans enter the EEC with only a nominal
tax imposed on entry. Semi-processed cocoa butter carries
a tariff of 12%, whiles actual chocolate attracts a swinging
19%. The pattern is reproduced for other types or
manutactures, especially textiles and Tfootwear, The home
market for these goods, and for coffee and chocolate, is
necessarily restricted in most third world countries. To make
it worth their while to develop their manufacturing or
processing capacity they must be able to export, Yet the
North 15 interested only in importing the raw materials, not in
encouraging southern industry .

Under the rules of the General Agreement on Trade and
Tariffs (GATT) tariff barriers between nations are supposed to
be systematically reduced by global rounds of negotiations, But
more pernicious than tariffs in keeping out foreign competition
are non-tariff barriers. These are any kind of measure that
effectively restricts the entry of foreign goods, A non-tariff
barrier can be a health regulation, a complicated set of forms
for an import licence, a quota or ceiling, or simply allowing
produce to rot in harbour before unloading, In the space of
a two-year study the United Nations discovered 21,000 such
specific measures designed to make trade more difficult,
Under such agreements as the Generalized System of
Preferences the EEC is supposed to alow privileged access
for goods from third world countries. But this privilege can be
withdrawn if - a product is deemed ‘sensitive’, i.e, if it
competes too well with domestic industry. Yet IMF finance,
World Bank structural adjusiment loans and private lending
is often made available specifically on the condition that it
is used to support and promote an export drive, So on the
one hand the North, and northern-dominated institutions
are saving ‘To survive you must export more’: on the other
hand individual governments are saying ‘so long as your
goods don’t come here’,

North-Sout dialogue

The options open ta governments of the South are limited.
They have put their point of view forcibly in the so-called
North-South dialogue, where they have time and again asked
that the Narth takes a more realistic view and change the
rules of the game so that the cards are less strongly stacked
against the South, The Sixth Special Session of the United

Nations General Assembly in 1974 saw the formulation of
the New International Economic Order {NIEQ), a list of
reforms sought by the Group of 77, the developing countries’
bloc in UNCTAD (the UN Conference on Trade and
Development). The NIEQ covers a wide range of issues, It
includes demands for an integrated programme to stahilize
commodity prices, measures to promote Third World
industrialization, easier access for southern industrial goods
to the North, increased aid, reform of the IMF, help for third
world agriculture, debt relief and assistance in devsloping
technical and economic links between developing countries.
(Conspicuously absent from this list is a strateqy for
promaoting international trade union solidarity, Socialist
development isn‘t mentioned either).

To ask is one thing; to receive, another, The NIEO has now
heen on the international agenda for ten vyears, and alimost
nothing has been achieved, As the Deputy Prime Minister of
Jamaica said in 1979, ‘What entered the negotiating pipeline
with the roar of a lion has emerged with the squeak of a
mouse”, It must be recognised, however, that the demands, if
met, would not amount to fundamental restructuring of
global power relations. The New International Economic
Order would be no challenge to international capitalism;
perhaps this reflects the terms of the debate,

The MNorth has in principle agreed to establish an
Integrated Programme for Comenodites. This envisages a
Common Fund, Financed by producer and consumer nations,
which would buy up commodity stocks when prices were
low, and release them onto the market when prices rose, In_
this way prices would be stabilized, a measure theoretically
desirable for North and South,

But the North’s acquiescence to this
unwillingly granted. The proposal
window’ of the Common Fund, to assist producer nations
with commodity diversification, research and market
promotion, met with particular resistance. It was eventually
passed only because if was defined as strictly ‘commodity-
focused’. The north will try as hard as it can 1o stop the
South escaping from its fated role as a supplier of raw materials
10 the North,

The fate of the North-South dialogue may well have been
sealed by the debacle of the Jast UNCTAD conference at
Belgrade in June 1883, The North tocok a tough line on all
proposals and the South came away virtually empty-handed;
a calious response when one considers the desperate and well-
publicised plight of many third world countries and the
malnutrition and disease endemic to many parts of the South,
Politicians are prépared to use pious rhetoric and say "this must
not be countenanced’; they are unprepared to match deeds to
words.

measure  was
to establish a ‘second
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Are there alternatives?

If the North-South dialogue is written off as a way forward,
what remains? Many third world leaders have argued for a
greater degree of South-South co-operation, A greater regional
integration between countries of the South, with more trade,
technical assistance, economic and financial co-operation is
undoubtedly desirable. But progress is slow. Communications,
transport, shipping are all difficult between countries of the
South; insurance companies, marketing arrangements are in
their infancy and are often owned or part-owned by multi-
national companies located in the North, Southern countries
cannot afford to extend lengthy lines of credit to each other,
as the North can, Although a greater degree of collective
selfreliance would strengthen the South's hand at the
negotiating tables of the North-South dialogue, it will take
a painfully long time to build, Moreover governments in the
third world have their own political differences and mistrust
and do not always perceive a unity of oppasition 1o the
North as the most immediate political imperative.

This does not mean that the governments of the North should
be complacent about the situation. The governments of the
South may take more radical action such as:

a. Working collectively to exert ‘purchase power’, given that

the North needs the export markets of the South:

b. Nationalising foreign-owned entarprises;

c. Collectively reneging on debts.

All these options have already been tried. [n many cases North.
ern transnationals or governments have bought off individual
countries and driven a wedge between the countries of the
South. Also the United States in particular has shown that it is
quite prepared to take retaliatory action and cut off aid, mili-
tary assistance and actively destabilise in order to protect its
commercial interests. Nonetheless, it remains that, if govern-
ments can not resolve the issues, then the people of the South
will turn to revolutionary rather than radical alternatives in
order to liberate themselves from the stranglehold imposed on
them.
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SEXISM AND THE “FOOD CRISIS”

A recent [1.Q study of the effects of Agricultural Modernisation
on Third World women (esp. Asial concluded, among other
things, that:

o rural women work longer hours than men, particularly when
farm-work and house-work are both counted, but at times
even when farmwork alone is considered;

® the distribution of food within the family tends to favour
men, who get larger quantities and more nutritious food
{hence women are the first to suffer from malnutrition,
which in turn affects the health of future generations)

e control over cash income generally tends to be in men‘s
hands and they are inclined to spend it largely on non-
familial items {including means to reduce men's workload),
while women spend it on family essentials:

® the incidence of female-headed households where women are
the sole providers of their families has increased, while
employment  opportunities  have declined due to
mechanisation of traditional female occupations;

e men appropriate the knowledge, skills and services of the
new agrarian technology, leaving women to do labour
intensive, non-wage subsistence tasks. (In this process the
invisibility of rural women as producers is enhanced and

they increasingly lose ground in traditional economic and
decision-making roles);

e There is g tendency towards the ‘housewifisation’ of women
in rural development programmes — the objective being to
help rural women become ‘a good wife, a wise mother, a
competent housewife and a responsible member of the
village community’; {1}

(International Labour Organization)

tn urban and industrialised areas too, women fare worse than

men. They generally receive substantially lower wages, work

longer hours in the most tedious jobs and tend to be made

redundant at a very young age, Moreover, ingdequate maternity

and child-care provisions put an extra burden on the lives of
working women,

Differentials in the warking conditions and wages based on
gender inevitably serve the interests of company owners: they
are mechanisms for keeping all wages low and the workforce
divided, thereby undermining the very force that could effect
long-term improvements in the living standards of their
communities,

Whilst it is now difficult to deny that women face specific
problems and discriminatory practices over and above those
they share with other members of their community, the
tendency to perceive the concerns of women as secondary
continues to persist, at times even among women themselves.
it has been and still is the general practice of governments,
ecenomic planners and employers to subsume women as
mere ‘dependents’ rather than as producers and workers in their
own right, Even where women perform 60.90% of all
agricultural labour {Africa, Bangladesh}thus clearly acting as the
main providers of subsistence for their communities, they are
largely marginalised in terms of participation in decision-
making, access to resources and cash income, Wherever the
restructuring of traditional rural economies has brought about
an impoverishment of the population, the situation is
particularly acute for women, On the other hand, whatever
benefits land reforms and improved technologies have
produced, have been at the expense of women’s work load,
econamic dependence and social status.

WOMEN HAVE BEEN MARGINALISED: HOW AND WHY?

The level of women's participation in agriculture varies fram
continent to continentand from culture to culture. Nevertheless,
it is safe to say that overall subsistence crops and the raising
of vegetables tend 1o he the responsibility of women.
Historically, however, both men and women were engaged in
the subsistence sector and labour arrangements between them
were far more equitable than they are today. In pre-colonial
Africa, for example, men cleared, ploughed and harvested
the crops on both their own and women’s land, Women did
the planting, weeding and harvesting on both their own and
the men’s fields, Ultimately, crops were either men’s or
women's responsibility with each controlling the income
thereof, although great regional variations existed as to
which crops were considered to be women's and which men’s,
Under customary laws, women usualiy had usufruct or
sometimes  hereditary rights to  land. The impact of
colonialism and neo-colonialism, and Westernization generally
has created a deterioration of women’s position and life
circumstances in several ways:

Women have lost access and entitiements to land

The colonial enforcement of land registration under male
heads of households (regardless of the de facto situation) turned
all communal land to which women held at least usufruct rights
into the private property of men: for the first time land was an
asset that could be sold, and it was men who could sell it. Tha
fact that in some areas, e.g. in the Gambia, communities still
uphold women’s hereditary rights to land is a measure only of
the strength and resilience of African tradition.

The Subsistence sector has lost and continues to lose land
Western interests in mining and cash-crops farming (e.g.
tobacco, rubber, coffee, tea, sugar) have caused the {often
forceful} withdrawal of vast tracts of the most fertite lands
from the subsistence sector displacing in the process
millions of small farmers and peasants. For example, in the
20's and 30 locat farmers in Kenya

“ ...were undermined by a gigantic colonial grab that took

18% of Kenya’s best land for European farmers to grow

new crops like tea and ather non-food produce,”

{New Internationalist No. 125, p15)}

In Senegal,
“French colonialism forcibly introduced peanuts, rubhber and
cotton into areas that had once been given over almost
entirely to the time-honoured traditional foods of millet and
sorghum, By the 1930 the lack of staple food production
had grown so severe that African farmers were in danger of
not producing enough to keep themselves and their urban
courrterparts alive.”
{ibid)
Or in Dutch-controlled Java, where
“In 1920, eight per cent of the entire wet rice land of Java
was planted in sugar, while many of the best areas had up to
44% givern over to the greedy canes,”
(ibid, p14)

And the process continues, as recently illustrated by the
forceful eviction of thousands of local Filipino farmers to give
way for rubber plantations,

A focus on sexism is imperative if geographers are to fully understand issues of development and
underdevelopment. The sexism of Western developers has played a major role in the transfer of land ownership
from women to men; men, not traditionally concerned with food production, have sold the tand to multi-
national companies, thus helping to create the ““food erisis” in the Third World.

An understanding of sexism is integral to analyses of poverty, malnutrition, migration and population growth,.
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Women's labour has become a major factor in subsistence
farming

The colonial imposition of taxes on heads of households, the
general loss of land and poorer soils, as well as the increasing
need for cash, has in many regions led to massive male
migration {both seasonal and long-term} often leaving women
hehind to cope virtually on their own. Where cash-cropping
became an option available to local farmers, encouragement or
pressure was directed at men who abandoned subsistence
farming, again leaving it to the women to produce food for
local consumption,

Today, women worldwide produce, according to U.N. and
),L.0O. data, at least B0% of all food. In Africa, women are the
major food producers, growing between 60-85% of the
continent’s food.

Women farmers have difficulty in obtaining credit and machinery
Women wanting to improve the production of their food crops
are up against major ohstacies, Banks are reluctant to give
women loans ( partly because women are unable to give land
as securities) and development experts tend to have a Western
stereo-typed view of wamen’s role as circumscribed by
domestic responsibilities, But even within the so-called
‘domestic’ arena, virtually no efforts have been made to make
machinery or tools available to women which would alleviate
some of thier heavy burdens such as water carrying, fuel
collection, grinding milling and pounding, tasks which in the
West have long been mechanized and taken out of the home,
The high level of exhaustion that rural women suffer as a
result of their double burden, is slowly starting to bhe
recognized by ogranisations such as WHO (World Health
Organisation).

Development Projects have promoted ¢ash crops at the expense
of food crops
From the wealth of research that exists on this matter, it is
possible to generalise that the great majority of development
projects have been aimed at establishing or improving cash
crops, usually for export; that cash crop farming has been
perceived as the ‘natural’” domain of men, and that, therefore,
technical and agricutlural training has been directed almost
entirely at them, The Economic Commission for Africa, for
gxample, reported that
“More than 50% of all non-formal training offered to women
by schemes supported by international agencies has been in
domestic science, whereas 85% of agricultural training and
training in trade and commerce has gone to men”’,
{quoted in B, Rogers, 1880}

Cash crops are dependent on women’s labour
Agricultural machinery has alleviated men’s work (clearing,
ploughing, harvesting) and has made it possible for individual
of cooperative farmers to cultivate larger plots of land. As a
result, the back-breaking, labour-intensive tasks usually carried
out by women, eg. planting, weeding, processing, have
increased in volume. Where cash crops compete with subsistence
farming for women's labour, it is the latter that tends to lose
out, For example, a detailed survey carned out in a Central
African region found that

“Women do 55% of the agricultural work in a traditional

village, and 68% of the work in a village where

sophisticated farming technigues are used.”

(Boserup, 1870}

Similar observations have been made elsewhere, Not
surprisingly, therefore,

“Food production for the family has suffered. In many areas

women have found the extra burden of work impossible to

cope with and have turned to food crops that are less labour

intensive but at the same time less nutritious. In Ghana,

cassava has replaced the more nutritious yvams and other

vegetables that used to be grown,

{ICDA NEWS, 1983}

Unable to raise their production sufficiently to improve
their income from the sale of produce and obtaining no or
inadequate cash from their labour on cash-crops, women
become more dependent on the good-will of men to hand over
cash for domestic consumption,

Men are wrongly assumed to be the main providers

According to ILO estimates {1980), one-third of all households
world-wide depend on a woman as the sole breadwinner. In
many societies it is women who are responsible for the family
provisions of food, medicine, clothes and even the payment of
school-fees for their children. Men are often seen to be
reluctant to hand over cash to the women of their household,
especially in societies where family subsistence is traditionally
seen as women’s concern, Yet the ‘trickle-down’ theory, long
discarded as fallacious within mainstream economic thought,
continues to hold sway with regard to household units, It is
still assumed that any benefits accruing to males will
automatically ‘trickle down’ ta wamen and chitdren,

According to FAO™ estimates, the earth can potentially
feed 36 billion people, over 10 times the present population,
Yet we are in the midst of an enormous food crisis, which
leaves one billion people regularly mainaurished. (World Bank
estimates). There can be little hope for improvement unless
governments, economists and development activists begin to
prioritise the subsistence sector recognizing women as
farmers and breadwinners in their own right. Judging from
the available literature, it is clear that women are just as
eager as men to earn cash, to have access to land, credit and
machinery, as well as to agricultural extension services. It is
crucial that women become actively involved in devising
strategies for improvement and that their voices at least be
heeded, ’

THE FIRST STEP: CREATING AN AWARENESS QOf THE
ISSUES
The relation between sexism and poverty is a crucial one,
Second-class citizenship seems to come almost naturally with
being a woman. Indeed, we are so used to seeing women as
dependants that we are almost blinded to there being any
injustice and discrimination be they institutional or personal,
To set the context, it might be useful to remind ourselves of
the conclusion to the United Nations Report of 1980:

Women constitute half of the world’s population

perform 2/3 of its woerkhours,

receive 10% of the world’s income

and own only 1% of the world’s property.

Clearly, women and men occupy different positions in
society, They are treated differently, their access to income
and positions of power is different, the type of work they do
is different, their responsibilities are different, These
differentials in position, treatment and expectations are usually
premised on an assumed and overriding significance of biological
factors, One close examination, however, we find the only
important difference between men and women resides in
women's ability to bear children, Giving birth to children is the
only kind of humian activity that one of the two sexes cannot
do. To date, no logical or scientific reasons have been found to
demonstrate that this, or any other differences, necessitate -
discriminatory practices and a division of labour based on sex,
In other words, it is not by the laws of nature tahat women
become the dependents and subordinates of men, Men have
only been socialised into their domineering positions,

How can these issues and concerns be tackled by teachers
and others wishing to develop an anti-sexist and anti-racist
awareness within an international perspective?

As yet, there are few teaching materials available for making
young people aware of the role of sexism in underdevelopment.
A necessary first step, however, is teacher education. The
following bibliography is intended as an introduction to the
issue for in-service and initial teacher training, )

A teachers’ group will be meeting next term at WISER
LINKS to begin work on this topic. Please contact the project
for details.
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conditions,

Women Working Worldwide
{Wwow), 1983

A report on the proceedings and conclusions of a conference
held in London in 1982, Focusing on the Electronics, Clothing
and Textiles industries worldwide, 200 activists, researchers and
others from over 20 countries discussed urgent issues relating to
new fechnology, homeworking, employers’ strategies, sexism in
trade unions, health and sexual harassment at work, A most
valuable document.

The Triple Struggle: Latin American Peasant Women
Bronstein, A, (War on Want), 1982

Unique in that it contfains many interviews with rural women
about their lives, aspirations and involvements  with
cooperatives. Excellent introductions to the geography and
potitics of five Central and Latin American countries.

WISER LINKS — WOMEN & THIRD WORLD LIBRARY

173 Archway Road, London N6 - Tel, 341 4403
Teachers based in London may wish to know that all of the
books and documents mentioned above can be borrowed from
the library at WISER LINKS {Archway Development Education
Centre). Annual Membership is £6,

WISER LINKS is an international women’s information
exchange project set up by a group of Western and Third World
women. Our aims are to establish mutually beneficial links
between women and progressive organisations internationally,
{e.y. women’s cooperatives, employment, development and
community projects, trade unions) to collect and provide
information relevant to women’s grass-roots efforts and to
campaign on issues relating to women and development and
anti-sexist/anti-racist education.

Blacksmith, Baker, Roofing-Sheet Maker: Employment
for rural women in developing countries
Carr, M. {Intermediate Technology Publ), 1984

Here we find women earning a living as blacksmiths, bakers,
weavers, potters, fishfarmers, stove builders, barefoot
mechanics, etc, Using evidence from 22 Third World countiries,
Carr should surprise anyone who might still think that women's
place is in the home,

Silver Shackles: Women and Development in India
{Oxfam), 1984

A very readable, well argued and concise overview of the reasons
for women's deteriorating position in India, Contains valuable

‘hasic data and information, including profiles of individual

women and of one the most exciting attempts of women to
organise themselves: the Self-Employed Women's Association
{SEWA). A very useful document for teachers,

We will smash this Prison: Indian Women in Struggle
Ormvedt, G. (Zed Press), 1980

A hiohly spirited account of the many ways in which Indian
women struggle for a better life. We read about women as
agricultural labourers and peasants, untouchables and tribal
women, municipal and factory workers, students and political
activitists. Readers wil! find the book tremendously uplifting.

Women, Oppression and Liberation
Review of African Political Economy, Double Issue No, 27/28,
1954

An excellent collection of articles analysing the effects of
colonial, neo-colonial and development policies on women in
Mozambigue, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Kenya, South Africa and
Nigeria. It also contains briefings on the women’s movements
in Namibia, Angota, Eritrea and Nigeria, For anyone wishing
to gain a better understanding of the situation and struggles
of African women today,
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A
‘MULTI-NATIONAL’

COMPANY
AT WORK

John Huckle Head of Geography,

Bedford College of Higher Education

Background reading for teachers

Teachers will find that the tollowing provide sources of extra
clue cards and valuable backgrour. to this exercise: —

‘The Jeans Revolution’, a series of three articles by Martin
Walker, The Guardian, January 11-13, 1983,

'Hanging by a thread’, lain Guest, Guardian Third World
Review, May 20, 1981,

‘The newly-industrializing countries’, Geofile, No. 14, Mary
Glasgow Publications, April 1983,

Chapters 6 and 7 in EEC and the Third World: A Survey 2,
Christopher Stevens {ed), Hodder and Stoughton, 1982,
‘Textiles across Three Continents’, New Internationalist, No,
38, May 1982,

‘Northern transnationals canuse new MFA to sew up markets',
John Cavanagh, South, May 1982,

For a few dollars more’, War on Want, 1981 (467 Caledonian
Road, London N7, Price £1.00).

The last source, which contains an illustrated account of the
Lee Jeans factory occupation and a survey of the major jeans
companies, is particularly useful. Alan Sinclair's article (see
P.20 } is excellent, and would probably be accessible to
confident readers amongst the students. It could serve as
“extension reading’’ in a mixed ability class.
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Far too many geography lessons on products from
other countries ‘mask’ the economic and political
relations which structure the links between people
throughout the world. This exercise seeks to reveal
something of these relations as they affect the
manufacture of jeans. It provides 14-18 year old
pupils with an insight into such important topics as
industrial restructuring, outward processing, and trade
union activity by women,

Teachers notes

You will need:

A set of atlases.

Outline maps of the world

Copies of the information sheet {(p, )
Sets of clue cards.

Copies of the glossary (a copy of the Handbook of World
Development, Longman)

Start by discussing with your pupils the factors they consider
hefore buying a pair of jeans, They will probably mention price,
brand name, fashion, advertising, the environment in which the
jeans are sold, together with other factors. Get them to list
which factors are most important in influencing their choice,

Ask them to carry out a survey on where different brands of
jeans are made, They can look at the labels inside their own
jeans and in those in the shops.

The pupils should find the countries of origin in an atlas and
map the results,

Divide the class into mixed ability groups of four to six and give
each group, a copy of page . |t shows textile workers in Hong
Kong and Scotland, some trade marks from jean manufacturers,
and a list of words. It asks the question What has choosing a
pair of jeans to do with alf of these?’

Also give each group a set of clue cards {see page for the
text, which should be photocopied onto card. The cards should
be put in an envelope},

Give each group the task of working out the connections
between buying jeans and the words and people on page . To
help them they should have a glossary and a set of clue cards,
The Handbook of World Development (Longman 1981)
explains all of the terms marked with an asterisk in the glossary,
and is a useful source for teachers who may be asked to explain
some of them more thoroughly,

The clue cards should be reshuffled and placed face down in
the centre of the table a1 which the group is working,

Explain to each group that they can turn over the clue cards and
look up terms as often as they need in order to help them
answer the guestion, They may find it useful to draw a web
diagram showing how people, places, and things are connected.
Ask them to let you know when they think they can explain
all the links, How many clue cards and terms remain
unexamined at this stage? Do these cards and terms, when
examined, merely provide information which the pupils had
already deduced?

Explain the terms North and South.
It may be useful to provide a map,

Discuss with the whole class what has been learned in the
groups about the manufacture of jeans. What part do the pupils
play in all this? What are the alternatives? Ask the guestion
about choosing a pair of jeans again, What factors do they now
consider important?
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ZEC rpacts of MFA taxtifas (ligures in lonnes) Table 2

14976 1977 1978 1979

N Where does the money go?
Briare'i agieemonts
Hong ¥ong 1448 1448 1257 134.9

in nores 55.2 1. K .. R .
nde O 785 Soe  s36 549 Pricing a pair of jeans
Taiwan 55.8 56.1 576 60.8
Brzzil 254 50.8 476 58.0 .
Chinz 365 27.8 30.9 AQT Percentage On Levi On DD ‘own
Yugaslave 421 30.6 30.2 388 share of wholesale brand”
Romeriia 338 27.8 354 36.0 cost figures figures
Pakis: .r .7 23.3 28.3 351
. =g o
] FV 227 210 24.2 Cotton grower 64 57p B7p

Vet 19.9 222 240 Lo

128 190 176 208 Ginning 2.0 18p .18p

113 1186 1.0 203 Denim manufacturer 19.6 £1.75 £1.75

_ 189 13.6 12.1 158 Jeans manufacturer 300 £2.73 £2.68
Malaysia 13.4 156 14.0 138 Wholesale profit 420 £2.85 £2.45
Singacore 135 13.5 11.0 13.8
Peru 2.1 4.4 g4 11.8 100.0 £8.08 £7.63
Uruguay 89 101 9.6 10.4 Retail profit £7.87 £1.36
Philippines 4.8 5.8 5.3 3.8 . .
Co',,'ﬁnpgf‘a 1;_“5 9.1 3_3 9.5 Retail price £15.95 £8.99
Mexico 10.0 6.5 41 6.8
Bulgaria 4.3 4.2 3.8 6.2
Argentina 50 12.5 11.0 5.9
Indonasia 0.3 0.8 2.0 3.2
i Lany .z .4 . 2. .
i” f* nea | {D. . 0 +o 2 This table shows where the money goes when you buy a
reterential countiie i of i Pl ]

Grosce 520 290 922 100.8 pair of jeans {it is based on January 1982 prices).
Turkey 84.3 50.8 0.4 91.6
Portugal 548 47.7 85.6 81.0
Spain 471 481 50.6 58.0
Tunisia 141 16.3 16.4 22.3
Morocco 15.8 148 16.6 209
Malta 8.5 8.1 10.7 11.4
Cyprus 0.2 0.7 1.5 2.2 CHRISTMAS

Source: EEC Background Report 11/9/80, '‘Textiles: The Mulli

Fibre Angngement’ . ._._-..,.,._;SPEC'ALS 2 Ve
i ] N mE i!'iﬂi Jeans

__m_c_o_r_ds.,:_.....fﬁ 15.99
S-T-_HTE—T-C-H Jeans 1 0. 99
S-T—H-E-T—C-H ‘_‘ Cords 14. 99

Kmtwear irom
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Vanity Fair Corporation

restructuring of industry* '

Inverware ool B K E General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade*, W’ 5
transfer of technolo M B .

Tunisia ¥ G Transnational Corporations™®
International Trade Union Solidarity .
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regional development grants
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trade unions*
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clen Monaghan e & "~/  protectionism* __}}A_» N
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y JUNCTION 4
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Greenock \*’fﬂ
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37



PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS

Comempotary Issues in Geography and Education Vol 1, No. 3, 1984

Clue Cards

1n 1981 textiles were the most important single manufactured
expart for countries in the South; one fifth of all their industrial
workers were employed in textiles manufacture,

Worldwide jeans sales made about 15 billion dolars in 1981;
two thirds of this came from the USA. A few American based
multi-national companies (such as Levi Strauss and Blue Bell
{Wrangler) got most of the sales. Blue Bell has 70 plants in the
USA and 27 in eleven other countries,

The Multi-Fibre Agreement now deals with 80% of the world's
textile trade, 1t was set up by GATT. This agreement aims to
allow two things: the increase of exports from the South to the
North and the restructuring of industry in the rich countries to
use more advanced technology. Countries in the South are poor;
countries in the North are rich.

The EEC is the world’s largest importer of textiles. 1t has two-
way trade agreements with 25 ‘low cost” countries and other
agreements with 8 ‘preferential countries’ (see Table 11 These
trade agreements limit impotts under M.F_A,

Jeans are big business, Levi Strauss had global sales of 48 miilion
dollars in 1960, 2 800 millions in 1981, Eight million pairs of
Levis are sold in the UK each year, (17% of the market),

In 1979 the Vanity Fair Corporation was operating 44 factories
throughout the world. They employed 18500 workers. There
were 34 factories in the USA, The Corporation has foreign
interests in Belgium, Canada, Hong Kong, and the UK, Sales
in 1980 were 633 million dollars and net income 45 million
dollars.

Vanity Fair moved marketing and distribution staff from
Greenock to Morthern lreland in 1977. It moved the cutting
department in 1980, Management said these moves were part of
a drive for ‘greater overall efficiency’, They denied plans to
close the plant.

Lee Coaoper, the largest UK manufacturer of jeans, produces 12
million pairs each vyear, Of these four million are made in
Tunisia and one million in Czechoslovakia,

Lee Jeans are made by the Vanity Fair Corporation of America.
In 1981 they announced the closure of their factory at
Greenock in Scotiand when government development grants
ran out. Their five factories in N. Ireland, (which qualify for
grants} are still producing Lee jeans, half of these are exported
to Scandinavia.(It will be interesting to see what happens when
the grants run out.)

Only one third of the jeans sold in Britain are made here. 34
miltion pairs are imported each year; three guarters of them
from Hong Kong. 7 million pairs are exported.

The wages of UK textile workers are the lowest in the North.
They are 56% of those in France and USA and 30% of those in
the Metherlands. In India wages are only 7% of those in the UK;
in Korea 25%,

The Vanity Fair Corporation of America bought the jeans
manufacturer H.D. Lee in 1969, Lee Jeans, had 17 factories in
the USA and 10 more around the world., Lee is the most
important part of the Corporation’s business. It had 75% of
sales and profits in 1980. The Corporation grew rapidly between
1975 and 1980,

Lee Jeans set up in Scotland in 1970. The local authority
provided a factory with rent and rates free for the first three
years, and half rent and rates for the next three. Investment
grants from central government paid 40% of the cost of plant
and machinery. The government subsidized wage costs and Lee
also qualified for cheap dovernment loans {investment
incentives). In Northern lreland, public ‘incentives’ to Lee Jeans
were even more generous than in Scotland,

tn 1980, 60 million pairs of jeans were sold in Britain. The
makers spent £4 5 million on advertising,

At the same time as Vanity Fair were trying to close the Lee
Jeans factory at Greenock, both Levi Strauss and Blue Bell were
announcing expansion plans in Scotland,

The former Lee jeans factory in Greenock was bought and run
by ‘Inverware’ after the workers' occupation. The cut price
jeans retailer 'Dickie Dirts’ provided a lot of the money. Dickie
Dirts bought most of the 10,000 pairs of jeans made each week.
‘Dickie Dirts' went bankrupt in 1982/83; ‘Inverware’ survived
for only a short time,

The market for jeans has gone down in the last three years
{1981-84). Fashion has changed. Denim is less popular. There
are new types of shops with new types of clothes {like ‘Next').
Some UK textile manufacturers are pleased because they can
compete better in producing short runs of cheap ‘up market’
clothing.

In order to attract outward processing of clothing, NICs like
Tunisia offer incentives to foreign investment. These incentives
{low wage and tax rates and anti-trade union laws) may be
confined to Free Trade Areas within the countries of the South,

Qutward processing is one way in which countries in the South
can try to industrialize. |t brings foreign investment, modern
technology and jobs, The processing earns valuable foreign
currency and helps countries to get into the world's
fashionable'clothing market,

Critics of outward processing suggest that it makes poor
countries dependent on rich ones. The factories are largely
foreign owned, and the technology has littie impact on other
industries. Outward processing
is unlikely to lead to further industrialization because there are
few links or ‘spin offs’ to the rest of the local economy. '

Partly- made clathing is increasingly sent abroad for finishing
in countries where labour is cheap. This is known as outward
processing, The Multi-Fibre Agreement aliows clothing which
has been outward processed to re-enter the EEC ‘more easily’
than cther clothing imports, Transnational clothing companies
may get past MFA restrictions in this way,

In early 1981, Lee Jeans was employing 150 women at
Greenock. They were aged mainly between 16 and 23 and three
quarters of them were the only bread-winners in their families. |
Unemployment in Greenock was then twice the Scotiish
average.

Vanity Fair decided to close the Lee Jeans factory in Greenock,
The trade union convenor, Helen Monaghan and two shop
stewards, Bridie Bellingham and Ina McCahill organized union
action, They occupied the building for seven months. They
organised publicity and support from other unions, The
occupation ended when a group of five managers decided to
buy the plant, 139 if the 250 jobs were saved.

in February 1983, the MFA was renegotiated. Textile exporters
in the South signed 26 pacts with the EEC. The ‘dominant
suppliers’, Hong Kong, §. Korea, Macae and Taiwan, wiil have
to limit exports severely. Other countries will be allowed some
growth in exports; eg. Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Indonesia,
Phillipines,
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The design, cutting, and packaging of clothing is done mainly
in coantries of the North, the sewing is increasingly done in the
South,

Production and selling may involve expensive new technologies,
such as the cutting of cloth by computer controlled lasers, This
is one reason why more and more of the world's production and
selling of clothing is concentrated in large transnational
companies,

Clothing factories in the EEC ({which may be owned by
American transnational companiest may outward process goods
in any of the 33 countries listed in table

Between 1970 and 1975, 166,000 textile jobs were lost in
Britain; 143,000 due to new technology, 13,000 due to imports:
the rest were lost in imports and services. The buik of Britain's
textile imports come from other developed countries, such
as USA, and are not subject to MFA. Between 1976 and 1979,
Hong Kong's exports to Europe fell from 144 to 134m tons, the
USA’s increased from 150 to 121 million_

Glossary

“Restructuring’’ of Industry

~“Restructuring’” is sometimes called “rationalisation”, This is
when a company decides that it can make more profit by using
machinery instead of workers, or by moving its factories to a
piace where labour is cheap. A big ‘transnational” company like
Ford can shut down a factory in Britain 1o open one in Mexico.
This would cause unemployment in Britain. In Mexico the
wages and working conditions may be very poor. To protect af/
workers and make sure that wages are good, international trade
unions are needed. (See below)

Industrialisation

When an agricultural (farming) country gets factory industry,
this is called industrialisation. The factories use machinery to
produce goods like clothes and cars. When the factories are
owned by just a few rich people this is called ‘capitalism’. When
they are owned by the workers this is catled ‘socialis m_*

If the factories and farms are owned by the state {as in the
USSR this is called 'state capitalism’,

Trade Unions :

Trade unions are organisations of workers. They exist to fight
for workers rights, Some trade unionists in rich and poor
countries want to unite. They want to make sure that
production in all countries is based on good wages and good
working conditions. Big firms operate across the whole world.
Their main goal is to make a profit, They can make more profit
if they pay low wages. An international trade union movement
is needed to defend workers and their families against these
firms,

Safeguards on imports {import controls)

Countries may try te limit imports to protect their own
producers/industries, GATT (see below} allows them to do this
only in certain circumstances and for a limited length of time.

Newly industrializing countries (NIC'S)

These are countries which have shown rapid growth in
manufacturing industry in recent years and are now major
exporters of manufactured goods, They include Singapore,
Hong Kong, Argentina, Brazil, Taiwan, Mexico and South Korea
{Rep.). They are countries where wages are kept low and
working conditions poor. The governments of some countries
prevent people from joining trade unions, to make sure that
wages are kept down. By doing this they hope to attract the
transnational companies.

Sexism

in a sexisl society women work longer hours than men, earn
less money, have more responsibility for children, have less
leisure time and do not have equal political power. Women's

S

North #nd South . Rich and Pgor

work s often unpaid (as in ‘housework’}, Well-paid and
powerful jobs go ta the men. Sexism helps companies to make
more profit because they can pay women low wages. If women
can be employed for low wages then this pushes wages down for
men too. Sexism divides the workforce.

Protectionism

Protectionism means things like import controls which prevent
poor countries from selling their manufactured goods in rich
countries, Protectionism tends to increase at a time of
unemployment in rich countries. The government tries to
‘protect” its industry by keeping out goods from other
countries. It is difficult to protect industry in Britain in this way
though, because it may be owned by large transnational firms.
These firms can cause unemployment by shutting a British plant
to open one in, say, Korea,

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade {GATT)

This agreement set up a United Nations body which seeks fair
trade between countries, It seeks to end restrictions on trade
such as the tariff barriers which some countries put up to
protect their own producers. Tariff harriers control the amount
of imports and/or make them more expensive.

Transnational corporations

These are large privately owned companies or carporations
which work in several different countries. They generally
have a home base in a rich country and foreign subsidiaries
in other rich and poor countries, TNC’s control 25-35%
of world production and are rich and powerful. Some
companies are far richer than many poor countries. They can
work together 1o restrict fair trade, can shift profits from high
tax countries to low tax countries, and can drive a hard bargain
with poor countries. Transnational corporations are sometimes
called MULTINATIONAL companies.

Multi-Fibre Agreement

Made under the provisions of GATT (see above}, this set of
trade restrictions limits the import of iextiles from certain
countries into the European Economic Community,

Transfer of Technology

In order to industrialise, poor couniries may need sophisticated
technology, This is scientific knowiledge and skills, and complex
machinery, Technology is controlled by the rich countries and
TNC's, The firms compete with each other, so they keep theit
technology secret, Each company wants to “‘own” the newest
ideas and machinery and make sure they “keep ahead’” of other
companies. ldeas and designs for machinery can be sold at high
prices. This is called “transfer of technology ",
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“Mali, in the Sahel region of Africa, used to produce
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in Central American and Carribean countries, 80% of
the children are malnourished, and yet nearly half the
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sugar and beef which are exported to the industrialised
world,"”

Just Food’, CAFOD Education Campaign 1984, pb
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Two views of the influence of Europe on the Third World. Many
of the countries in the Third World are Europe's ex-colonies,

—

Europe helped its colonies
to develop.

Europe underdeveloped
the colonies

The colonisers built roads,
railways where none
existed before,

The road and railways
were built to drain out
minerals

The colonisers brought
civilization

People were civilized
already,

The colonisers brought
Christianity

They took the land

Europe provided a market
for crops

Farmland produced export
crops instead of food

MNew industries were set
up

The industry exploits
cheap labour and drains
out profit

The colonisers provided
good and fair government

Good and fair for whom?
Think of South Africa,

WHAT DOES

"sociALleT" MEANA

Look AT SOME LEGGLRAPHY
AND WISTORY BookS —
WHICH RPonT oF VIEW i§
fUT FORWARD?

2

THIS ASSIGNMEANT 15 MAIMLY
ABOUT TRADE BETWEEN

NON = SOC IALIST COUMTRUE S,
LODKS AT LINKS BETWEEN
RICH AND POOR COUNTRIES

Many poor countries get their income from
ohe or two commodities,

The Brandt Report states that in the early 1970s
Zambia got 94% of its income from copper
Mautirius got 90% of its income from sugar
Cuba got 80% of its income from sugar
Gambia got 85% of its income from groundnuts and
groundnut oil.
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FOR EXPORT. IT 'MP?»FTS of TARE TEN YEARS TO GROW - COCOA ¢
lo] AGRWOLTURAL MACHINERY FOR o | TREES COVER THOUSANDS OF ACRES
FARMING. IMAGIHE THAT MACHILERY ofF LAND . IMAGINE CADBURY'S STOP P
PRICES GO UP, WHILE THE PRICE ® BUYING GHANA'S CROP BECAUSE
oF BAHANAS STAYS THE sAME | COCoA 16 CHEAPER FROM SOMEWHERE
g o * \ WHAT WouLD HAPPENTO GHANAZ /¢
* e 070 a%eN® 4 o 5 e I
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Manufactured goods increase in price

Sri Lanka produces natural rubber,

In 1960, the earnings from 25 tans of rubber export would buy
six tractors,

In 1875, the earnings from 25 tons of rubber would buy only
two tracatrs, I

Sri Lanka produces primary goods, and jmports manufactured
goods,

(Hayter 1881)

Zambia exports copper to the USA, It imports electrical goods
and mining equipment, Zambia manufacturing industry cannot
produce all of the mining equipment needed, They must buy
the equipment from the USA.

S oo ey
o | ICEO
s TAF'}.S THE SAME £ FALLS, BOT THE FRICE

OF MINING EQUIPMENT
E \ STAYS THESAME ?
X

Hook®" —

OUR ESSAY SHOULD _
ZXPLAIH WHY PRIMARY WHY DOESN/T ZAMBIA
fRoDUCERS GET INTO MAKE ENOUGH MINING
DeeT EGQUIPMENT 2

o -

F\'
1

N
s

Poor countries tend to produce primary goods, S RN 45

+.
Rich countries tend to produce manufactured goods Mt‘:h
SN T+ ] :
" - AND THERE ARE ;‘; RS AR)
DIEEERENT WAYS |+

People moved from
farming.
“Between 1891 and 1931 the
proportion of the Indian population
dependent on agriculture increased
from 61% to 75%.

M. Barratt Brown “After impetialism*
(Heinemann 1970. Chapter on Imperiatism)

industry into

—>

1Y DoEs BRAZIL. ™
NEED 0.5.AID?
THERE’S RACH FARMLAND
AND FOREST AND LoTS
OF MINERALS
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How are today's trade patterns affected by history?

WALTER RODAEY WAS A GUYANE SE

HISTORIAN . HE ABRUED THAT
UNDERDEVELOPMENT IS AN ON- GOING

PROCESS "

HE POINTED OUT THAT AFRICA 1S BEING

UNDER-DEVELOPED TODAY.

IT HAS GOLD, DIAMONDS, 0il. AND OTHEE.

MINERALS ~ BUT PROFITS GO T'0 LARGE

FORE COMPANIES.
[ FC 1GH COMP.

A

f WAS ASSASS/INATED)
IN 1980

‘% Gertan
[”‘:I French
eritish
[ #rasian
% Belgian
- Sponish
["j:_] Portuguese

1 ¥ rhilopio
i Liberia

P18 Foreign rde in Africa durmg the cotonial period

Colonial History
Africa’s history is like the history of other colonies.
Rachel Heatley describes colonial history like this:

First of all the European powers looted and plundered
precious metals from the New World. They took slaves from
Africa and forced them to work on West Indian plantations
— this created wealth for the European plantation owners. The
profit from plantations was invested in Europe, not in the
West Indies.

In the three centuries following the “discovery” of the New
World, the flow of capital to Europe from South America,
Africa and Asia was £1,000 million, "Between 1760 and 1780
alone, Britain's income from the West and East Indies more
than doubled the investment funds available for its growing
industry.”

The drain of capital from the colonies to Europe continued
right up to the end of colonial rule, “For example, by the end
of the Second World War the annual flow of wealth 1o Britain
from India and Malaya amounted to 10% of Indian and Malayan
national income.”” .

{Rachel Heatley “Poverty and Power™” Zed Press 1979, She uses two
quates from M. Bareatt Brown “After Imperislism (Heinemann 1970)
chapter on “The Results of Empira.”)

“Africa’s history is like that of other colonies”

How Europe underdeveloped Africa

Walter Rodney writes that some poor countries are ‘heing
“underdeveloped”™ by the richer ones: it makes no sense, he
says, to call them "developing’” countries.

A guote from Rodneys book.,, ’

The United Nations Survey of Economic Conditions in

Africa up to 1964 had this to say about the continent’s
aatural resources:

Africa is well endowed with mineral and primary energy
resources. With an estimated 9 per cent of the world's
population the region accounts for approximately 28 per
cent of the toral value of world mineral production and
& per cent of its crude petroleum output. In vecent years,
ity share of the latrer is increasing, Of sixteen imporiant
metallic and non-metallic minerals the share of Africa

fn ten varies from 22 10 95 per cent of the world pro-
duction.

Actually, African potential is shown to be greater every day
with new discoveries of mineral wealth,

The situation is that Africa has not yet come anywhere

close to making the most of its natural wealth, and most of
the wealth now being produced is not being retained within
Africa for the benefit of Africans. Zamhia and Congo pro-
duce vast quantities of copper, but that is for the benefit of
Hurope, North America and Japan, Even the poods and ser-
vices which are produced inside of Africa and which remain
in Africa nevertheless fall into the hands of non-Africans,
Thus, South Africa boasts of having the highest per capita
income in Africa; but as an indication of how this is shared
out, one should note that while the Apartheid regime assures
that only 24 white babies die out of every 1,000 live births,
they are quite happy to aliow 128 African babies to die out
of every 1,000 live births. In order to understand present
economic conditions in Africa, one needs to know why it is
that Africa has realised so little of ity natural potential, and
one also needs to know why so much of it present wealth
poes 1o non-Africans who reside for the most part ouiside of
the continent.

The Europeans concentrated on
producing cheap raw materials for
export to Europe, Tea, cotton and jute r
came from India, sugar from the West
Indies, copper from Zambia, cocoa
from Ghana, rubber and tin from
Malaya, rice from the Phillipines,
coffee  from Brazil, rubber from
Indonesia. The goods were cheap in
Europe because the workers were
paid very low wages.

LAND WRICH USED TO
GROW FOO D Nouw GEOWS

CREOPS FOR EXPORT

1S
TRIS How BERITAIN
GOT RICH 7 '
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Competition between the poor countries _
The USA is an important customer for primary goods from
poor countries, E\“Ope.
A customer can choose which “'shop’” to buy from, W c,o\O“‘e o e
(‘0 § * 3\)5
Sugar . gwea‘e 3\ qe® . G .2
In 7875, the USA bought 100 million dollars worth of sugar beca“s. Genes? o dus - @™
from Brazil, In 1976, the USA bought no sugar from Brazil, ey P ! n“‘e:'" geve'® “\Cmd\ice ey
but bought more sugar from the Phillipines. pre v ot ooV atd AL e pme\{
Cotoa De\'e\o (189 1 oun’t“\::éo CO;"((\)% e* T ek - o [Ee
. GOV . o c
Between 1975 and 1976 - ook co\l‘; ot \—\c:\\ W\ o g G o .
Guinea‘s cocoa exports to the USA feil — from nearly 2 million ?“ade \a\“'eop\a :’ C'o\‘-_;r\\i“oods ‘O\Na\r- » Gey e W
pounds, to nothing. go® e Od e e “G\Nto we 00 GPUSE
\
Cotton e ‘.‘a\s n‘ted. \)te e\'\d . qot
Between 1970 and 1976 Mexico’s cotton exports to the USA ma}"*g oot outt 1 el o
were halved. et \o?"“g ach- nd
India's cotton exports increased by 400% De‘l"*‘e\a{\ue\"a S 5o
Pakistan's cotton expo‘rts 1o ‘th'e USA fell’bv a0% 1% e eco® H'ow DOES
{Source: US Dept, of Agric. Statistics. Quoted in Susan George SO
_ . “Feeding the Few. Corporate Control of Food”, 1981) (-?H PETIT'O“ KEE P?
THE PRICES DOWM *
THE U.S.A REFUSED .
WHAT COULD THE

TO BUY CUBAN
SUGAR AFTERTHE | \ PRIMARY PRODUCERS

DO TO KEEP THE
AEVOLUTION m&g smafe 4

V
AAAMAR AN \

The trade taws of “Developed’ countries help to prevent the
growth of industry in the Developing world,

Import Duties

. ' In Developed Countries fmport Duties are higher on processed

oads than on primary products. A "Duty” is a tax,

A tax is sometimes called a Tariff),
An Example: Ghana depends on Cocoa as its main export. |f
it exports raw cocoa to Germany, a duty of 4% is charged on it.

If Ghana turns the cocoa into chocofate bars in a Ghanaian
factory, a duty of 20% is charged on it.

Germany operates a TARIFF BARRIER against Ghanajan
chocolate. As a result, Ghanaian chocolate is too expensive
in Germany, Ghana cannot develop factories because it cannot
find a market for chocolate,

Source “The Right to Poliute™ EAV 1976}

HY ARE THE DEVELOPED"
COUNTRIES KEEN TC IMPORT
PRIMARY GOODS, BUT LESS
KEEN TO IMPORT

MARUFACTURED GOODST

)

COUNTRIES WITH
MANUFACTORIHG [NDUSTRY
DON'T WANT THE OTHERS
PEVELOP
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Price fixing helps to keep primary producers poor

Think of commodities like tea, coffee, sugar and cocoa. They
are grown in poor countries and used in rich countries,
Commodity prices are fixed in the London commaodity markets.
Buyers and sellers have different interests. The sellers want high
prices; the buyers want low prices, The buyers tend to be big
companies in the rich countries, The sellers tend to be big land
owners in the poor countries, Landowners are either local rich
ipeople, or big companies based in Europe and the US.A,
 (Poorer people own small plots of land but they usually sell
|their produce to companies, or in the local market,)

Sellers with low prices can sell their goods easily — those
with high prices are forced to bring their prices down,
Commodities sell at the lowest possible price, and this becomes
the "fixed price’. Price fixing benefits the buyers more than
the sellers, because it is controlled by the buyers, International
agreements fix an upper and lower price for each commaodity,
but “market forces” decide the price within these limits.

G000 0O S OB B0 P S0 2D B0 20 S0 0

Patenting: A way of keeping industry in the hands of big
companies,

The big companies have ways of forcing competitors out of
business. Sophisticated techniques are used in processing
commodities, The machinery is expensive and complicated. It is
also patented,

An example: Tanzania wanted to develop its own coffee
industry after independence. This was not easy because the big
companies owned paterits on the technigues and machinety for
making instant coffee.

By charging high prices for the use of patented techniques
they could make sure that Tanzania’s instant coffee was more
expensive than their own, Tanzania’s effort to produce and sell
“Africafe” has been crippled by the big coffee firms. You can
read more about this in “Agribusiness in Africa” — Chapter 2,
See the list of books for further reading.

P 0SS S0 0D OGS SS S0 8 S S o s @

Industry in poorer parts of the worid.

Some Third World countries have industry as well as
agriculture. In most countries the industry is owned by
foreign companies {multinationals), If 2 country’s industry is
controlled by multinational companies, a lot of the profit is
drained out of the country. This example, from Kenya, shows
that the outflow of capital was 50% greater than the inflow
between 1965 and 1970,

{Source: Rachel Heatley "Poverty and Power, Zed Press 1979/

Coca Cola invested £40,000 in India,
and by 1977 had made £8 million
profit,

{Source: The Guardian Weekly 2.10.77)
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Net Earnings of UK companies in South America between
1970 and 1976, DRAW QRAPHS OF SOME
v OF THE INFORMATION 0N
ear British Aid to South THIS PAGE :
s America between USE THEM TO ILLUSTRATE
£ millions 1970 and 1976
1970 270 was less than YOUR ESSAY
1971 233 £20 million (ODA 1983)
1972 355 (
1973 54 7
1974 1975 6592 Source: Department of Industry,
1075 81.7 Business Statistics Office, HMSO 1978
1976 109.4
£390.8 millions in 7 years MONEY W
South America
Profits to Western Companies from Brazil 1966-1976 MOMEY OUT
inflow of Gapital | Outfiow of Capital
Company to Brazil from Brazil
British American
Tobacco 2.5 million 82.3
Esso $1.8 million 445
Forestone % .1 million 602
Source:
Source; Latin America Bureau 1980 1 : 10
ARE THEY POOR BRITAIN
P BECAUSE We RE RIcH?
IR“ NOT Distribution of total personal wealth 1974
ICH

WHAT Do WE MEAN
BY“Us AND THEM {

THRERE ANY
gfu PECELE IN \/DID EVERYONE
THE POOR 2 ga B“HLAW foli'rm'_

COUNTRIES ¢ ACH 1IN SO
TIMES P

Further reading

Dinham, B, and Hines, C., Agribusiness in Africa, 1983
Earth Resources Ltd,, from (258 Pentonville Road, London
N1 9JY)

Sinclair, A., Multinationals in Contemporary issues in
Geography and Education, Vol, 1, Ng, 3

Heatley, R., Poverty and Power, Zed Press 1979

Havyter, T, Creation of World Poverty, Pluto 1981

Rodney, W. How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, Bogle
L"Ouverture 1972

George, S, How the Other Half Dies. Pelican 1976

Facts Sheets on Aid, Work, Women, Technology, North-South,

Trade, Commoditigs’ and Finance available from Third World
First,

Top 1% owned 5%
5% 50%
10% 60%

Bottom B0% owned 14.5%

(Towmsand Poverty in the United Kingdom 1979)

Distribution of Assets 1976

Shares Land Houses
Top 1% 542%  52% 8.6%
0% 89% 84.1% 375%
Bottom 9% 10.4% 15.9% 62.5%

{Roya! Commission and Labour Resoarch in CIS Wealth Report 1980}

In EI Salvador 2% of the population own 60% of the land,

INCOME

British American Tobacco's pre-tax profits for 1980 were £479
million. The top director's weekly pay was £2,237. The average
British B.AT. employee’s weekly pay was £101.

{Labour Research 1981)

HOUSING

1.2 million people are on council house waiting lists — one

measure of homelessness. Sighismund Berger is said to own over
100,000 houses and flats through 360 companies over the country.
The Guardian 18.10.83)
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Dear Editors,

As a former lecturer at the university in Kenya (1976-1982) |
would like to bring to the attention of your readers the fact that
one of Kenya's leading scientists, the geographer Kamoji K,
Wachiira has for the past two years been detained without trial,
Kamoji was a senior |ecturer in the Department of Geography
at Kenyatta University College, Nairobi. He was arrested in June
1882, held incommunicado for three weeks, and then gazetted
under the Public Security Act which allows the government to
detain anyone indefinitely without trial.

Wachiira’s arrest occurred during a wave of persecutions in
Kenya of those distinguished by their independence of mind —
including several other university lecturers, politicians,
journalists and lawyers. The arrests were the government's
response to unmanageable economic problems, and to mounting
criticisms of the massive corruption in high office, of the
undemaocratic way in which, in earfy June 1982, Kenya was
made a one-party state, and of the secret deal which the Kenyan
government made giving military facilities to the USA,

Most of the six university lecturers arrested in June and July
of 1982 had been, like Wachiira, oHicers of the University Staff
Union which had been banned by the government during the
previous year. All the arrested lecturers were known for their
cutstanding commitment to their students, and for the critical
and creative way with which they tackled the problems facing
the country. No public explanations have at any time heen
offered for their detention, but it is clear that these arrests were
intended to spread a climate of fear and silence among the rest
of the staff and students. All these lecturers were subsequently
adopted as prisoners of conscience by Amnesty International,

Detention without trial is a cruel device resorted to by
governments in Kenya to intimidate the population, Once
arrests begin no one knows who will be picked up next on the
vague pretext of being a ‘threat to national security.' After
being arrested, an individual has no access to a lawyer ar to
habeas corpus. S/he is officially made a ‘non person’ by being
gazetted under the Public Security Act. Their whereabouts is

unknown. But it is known that detainees in Kenva spend most
of their time in harsh conditions, They are often in solitary
confinement, eating monotonous, often uncooked food,
deprived of any purposeful activity or work or regular reading
material and outside contact. In Wachiira's case, his wife has
only been permitted one visit in two years. Since then it has
been reliably learned that he is suffering severe pain and is
immobilised with an untreated back condition.

However high the personal costs of indefinite detention
without trial, the social costs are equally heavy in a country like
Kenya, which desperately needs all its trained people. It is
precisely the gifted and innovative individuals like Kamaoji
Wachiira, who dedicate themselves to thinking of ways of doing
things best adapted to local and national conditions, and who
are therefore often critical of existing government use of
national resources, who are at risk as long as the Public Security
Act remains on the books.

Kenya, long accustomed to being held up as a ‘'showpiece’
of democracy and economic stability, is sepsitive to
international opinion. It is believed that an international
campaign for the release of university lecturers and other
political prisoners in Kenya has been instrumental in securing
the freedom of 4 of the university lecturers. But Wachiira
remains in prison, and as his back condition worsens it is urgent
to keep up the international pressure. Letters appealing for his
release, and that of the other political prisoners in Kenya can
be written to

His Excellency Hon. Daniel Arap Moi
President of the Republic of Kenya
State House PO Box 40530

Nairobi, Kenya,

For further information about Kamoji Wachiira, or any of
the other political prisonetrs in Kenya contact the Committes
for the release of Political Prisoners in Kenya, 76 Stroud Green
Road, London N4 3EN (tel: 01 272 4889).

Narncy Murray (Dr)

Kamofi Wachiira, educated at Washington State Univeristy,
the University of Washington, and MeGilt University, is Kenya's
leading expert on indigenous trees, He joined the Department of
Geography at Kenyatta University College, Nairobi in 1973, and
was made a Senior Lecturer in 1979, While st Kenyatta
University College he initiated and supervised the development
of Kenya’s only arboretum for indigenous perennials, His
research findings have been inclided in publications of the US
National Academy of Sciences,

Wachiira has also experimented with ways to reduce drastic
soil erosion in a country where more than 80% of the land
resource js threatened with desertification, and has developed
seeds which could help Kenya’s small farmers increase their
agricultural production, In his teaching he was critical of
government policies which allowed large tracts of arable land
to remain unproductive in the hands of wealthy absentee
owners while hundreds of thousands of Kenyans are landless .
and underfed, It is grimly ironic that Wachiira’s commitment to
his country has been ‘rewarded’ by indefinite imprisonment
while Kenya continues to import expensive foreign ‘experts’
on the grounds that it lacks appropriately trained indigenous
scientific axpertise,

Kamoji Wachiira is married, with a young son and daughter,
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Dear Editors, “‘—7
Readers may be interested in a piece of research which 1 did
as part of my PG.CE. course in Geography. This was
stimulated by the first issue of the journal, As you point out in
Issue 1, before starting to teach about the Third World it is
important to find out what images the pupils have,
In my investigation of the subject, | first wanted to find out Fgn®s cltd grceokions of Hha theed werld |
which area of the globe was associated with the term *Third »
World"; | did this by giving a questionnaire to 43 12 1o 15 year /
olds in a Bradford school, The questionnaire showed a map of ¥
the world and asked students to mark on the Third World, The é‘
results are shown in the map (fig, na. 1): all thought of at least o
some part of Africa as the Third World; most thought that the /
whole of Africa was included; some included the Indian sub- 2 ?_
continent, However the rest of the Third World was poorly Rl 72
recognised. 1t is also interesting to note that 92% of the sample )
viewed Africa as just one country, /
A second questionnaire was circulated, this time to 75 %04
students in theé Bradford school and "76 in a school in
Kidderminster. Their ages were between 12 and 18 (these
schools are 150 miles apart; there is no contact between them),
The results obtained from the questionnaire were very similar in *1 77
both schools, AT
Could it be that these results give an insight into the views

o
held by the majority of our pupils? N 4 / ; %ﬂ%

R

N
R
S

T

The first question asked, “When you hear the term Third § PRHEE 5. ;i =
World what do vou picture in your mind?” The results are it 5’%;- ‘ ? 3 il : g, ¥
shown in fig. No, 2. Starvation was mentjoned many more times i HE a F Els 1 3E E 1
than anything else, The other features mentioned can also be EALPIE BRI IEI R M N deld

!

tisted as “problems”, Only one answer hinted at an explanation Faaherss of B Thod wieid
of these problems:

i think of people starving and rich countries taking their
crops for a very little price.” Pab) T priceiond sabitel to ool wamid it o ovnr of 48 chaldn

Not one person mentioned the many developments that are
taking place in Third World countries.

The second guestion asked where the images came from.

The results are shown in fig. No. 3. They show that T.V.
really plays a large part in bringing the “reality” of the world
into our lives. T.V. is followed by radio, newspapers, then
school,

If the T.V. actually portrayed a balanced picture, that could
be remembered by viewers then there would be no problem.
_Unfartunately this is not the case. As Edward Heath pointed
out in an Open University broadcast (“’Images of the Third
World”, BBC 1980) the producers will always attempt to
highlight the sensations and this serves to give a distorted
picture of the world,

b of citponies <16 cluldsia S- 25 (b
1 e oo 3T clldan
Brian Roberts 1£- 18 das\dotn 3638 cluldpa

Ba-4d Chuldrea

ACID RAIN

There is no shortage of people ready to take advantage of our
ecological predicament, but what are you doing about it?

Do you use your geography lessons to teach about the
economic  and social processes which precipitate  the
ervironmental issues we hear so much about?

If you do then we are anxious to hear from you.

In Spring 1985, ‘Contemporary lssues in Geography and
Education’ will explore the geography teacher's role in
environmental education. The editors are currently seeking
contributions and would welcome articles and exercises in draft,
or discussion with potential contributors. Material which
exposes and corrects the ideclogical nature of much current
environmental education will be particularly welcome.

If you have ideas for this issue or wish to be involved please
contact John Huckle, Bedford College of Higher Education,
Polhill Ave, Bedford, MK41 9EA (0234 51671}
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Reviews

RADICAL GEOGRAPHY — ALTERNATIVE VIEWPOINTS
ON CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

Richard Peet, Metheun 1977,

The book which is a collection of essays from “Antipode: A
Radical Journal of Geography”, is intended to introduce the
work of radical geographers to a wider audience, These articles
cover a wide range of topics ranging from historical geography,
through the geography of inequality to the geography of
warfare, The contributors include Peet himself, William Bunge,
David Slater, David Harvey and Doreen Massey, along with
several other writers. There are also essays by Reclus on “The
Influence of Man on the Beauty of the Earth” and by Peter
Kropotkin on “Decentralisation, Integration of Labour and
Human Education’,

The latter essay, an extract from Kropotkin's ‘Fields
Factories and Workshops”” (1913), gives an interesting
perspective 1o the discussions which are current on the inter-
dependence of national interests and the role of the individual
in the shaping of society, He also throws some light on the
debate within education about the nature of the product on
offer. His view of the purpose of the school system as giving
an education to provide “such knowledge as might enable them
to be useful workers in science — and at the same time, to give
them a general knowledge of what constitutes the basis of
technical training, and such a skill in some special trade as
would enable each of them to take his or her place in the grand
world of the manual production of wealth”, is, | feel, rather
dated {though it does coincide with the current Tory view of
education}. It is @ view that | cannot agree with, but | feel that
the target of education for Kropotkin is the same as mine, that
is the development of people capable of independent thought,

Peet provides an interesting and comprehensive cutling of
the development of Radical Geography in the United States,
tracing its origins in the 1960 with the Civil Rights movement
and protests against involvement in Vietnam, through the
radicalization process of the late 80 to the “Breakthrough to
Marxism® of the early 1970's, He finally makes the point that
with the increasingly likely collapse of capitalism radical
geographers must be ready with a highly developed body of
theory to explain the process and to offer revolutionary
solutions, To this end several of the articles deal with an
analysis of capitalist, Blaut's “Where Was Capitalism Born?™
and Harvey's "The Geography of Capitalist Accumulation: A
Reconstruction of the Marxian Theory” are _two notable
examples. An essay on a related subject which 1 found of
particular interest was one on Economic Growth and Cultural
Liguidation, using ireland, Scotland and Wales as examples,

The analysis of capitalism is accompanied by a taste of the
kinds of revolutionary alternatives which radical geographers
can offer, J M Blaut's "The Theory of Development” provides
a brief look at a programme for national development, as does
the essay by Buchanan ‘‘Reflections on a ‘Dirty Word® ",

The general tone of the book is strong on criticistm but, |
feel, rather weak on offering a direction towards the solutions
which are available. This is, of course, the value of being
involved in the “Continuing Revolution”, we are able to use the
work of radicals such as the ones dealt with in the book as a
foundation for our own working towards revolutionary
solutions. The book is, in reality, a history tracing the
development of critical theory in geography up to the late
19705, [t is important that the critical foundations are provided
by the generation of the 1980's and 90's because it is now that we
need to help provide a radical alternative to the corruption of
capitalism in Western Europe and North America,

It is as a critigue of the economic and academic
establishrment that this book is most useful. 1 think that it is
essential reading for any geographer wishing to gain some
background to the direction of the discipline during the last
decade. | found it a very valuable tool in the development of my
own ideas regarding geographical philosophy and analysis,

One section about Antipode by Peet is especially relevant
to the position in which Contemporary 1ssues in Geography and
Education may find itself. That is the hostility of the
establishment to the journal resulted in a crisis of circulation,
The repetition of this state of affairs may affect our journal, but
fes us hope that it continues to provide a platform for
challenging and radical alternatives to the established viewpaint
and to build a viable alternative form of geographical education.

Myers Grove School

P. McGreavy Sheffield

Our Policy on Reviews

The editorial board wishes to use
the review section to encourage
good practice. We intend to prom-
ote books and learning materials
which we think may be helpful for
teachers or students, or discourage
the use of materials which work
against the objectives of the Associa- -
tion for Curriculum Development in

Geography
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THE GEOPOLITICS OF INFORMATION
Anthony Smith, Oxford University Press {New York) 1980.

Do the Western media misrepresent world events in a way that
disadvantages the underdeveloped countries? Are the cultures
of the UDCs being drowned by the flood of Western
entertainment and Western world views which reach the
people via the new technical methods of transmitting
information?

Anthony Smith has examined the way in which bur images
of the UDCs have evolved, in the light of historical changes in
news collection and reporting and in  technological
developments affecting the transmission of information, He
shows how nations in the South are forced to accept a
perspective of themselves imposed by the wealthy, industrially
advanced nations in the North,

A particularly useful chapter of the book deals with the
evolution of the four major Western Press agencies {Reuters,
Agence France  Presse, United Press International and
Associated Press), and how they have come to dominate the
way in which news is transmitted worldwide.

“{The news agencies) confine judgements and decisions on

what should be known and haow it should be made known

into the hands of a few. In a situation where the means of
information are dominated and monopolised by a few,
freedom of these few to propagate information in the
manner of their choosing is the virtual denial to the rest of
the right to inform and be informed objectively and
accurately.” (p.69—70)

Throughout the book Smith shows how information has
virtually replaced capital goods as the main currency in the
international pursuit of profit by the wealthy sections of the
giobe. The new telecommunications technology is the means by
which the developed countries are able to take advantage of the
industrial immaturity of the UDCs, This, he suggests, has
strangled many cultures in UDCS, while rendering themn
increasingly dependent on Western governments and companies
for a meagre degree of economic growth,

This book is a very useful review of the effects on UDCS of
crucial technological developments in the DC§, and does not
stop at critique: the way forward for UDCS, Smith argues, lies
in new forms of journalism along the lines of the Interpress
Service in Latin America, which do not pretend to be objective,
as do the Western media, but which explicitly formulate
methods of reporting which aim to achieve particular political
and economic objectives,

He acknowledges the problems inherent in this form of
journalism, but argues that is underdeveloped countries do not
take control of the development of thair media services now,
and if they do not engage in TCDC — technical cooperation
among developing countries — the DC§, in particular the United
States, will continue to extend inequalities of wealth and power
at an increasing rate until world domination is an absolute
reality.

The book is recommended reading for all geography students
and teachers,

Bren Spandler
Harvard University

Pedagogy of the Oppressed

Paulo Freire, Penguin Education—— first published 1972, 1ISBN 014 08
03319

It has been almost ten years since | first attempted to read this book.
It is relatively short, only 150 pages, but it took me several weeks that
first time around. This was, | must confess, because | didn’t entirely
understand Freire’s message. | think that this was largely due to the
language used in the book, which | found difficult. A nineteen year

old from Leeds or Sao Paulo has a very restricted vocabulary, so-

when the first sentence carries a word like axiolagical and then goss
on o deal with concepts such as praxis and the existential situation
one reverts to the comforting 'culture of silence’ and apathy.

So | welcomed the spur to reread the Pedagogy of the Oppressed
in order to write a review of one of the basic text books of critical
thought in education. Fundamental to Freire's view of education is
the idea that it cannot be neutral, that any teacher claiming
objectivity is in reality supporting the status guo. He asserts that
while most education is a form of ‘"domination’, it can also become
‘the practice of freedom’ whereby people can deal critically and
creatively with situations and participate fully in the running and
transformation of their world. This process he calls conscientization.
Itis in this book that Paulo Freire introduces his view of education for
liberation,

The first chapter deals with the nature of oppression and its ability
to bring about the dehumanisation of the oppressed. The oppressed
are defined as being the peasant classes of the South, but could
equally be the people of the working classes in the North. This
oppression, which | believe to be much more subtle in Britain than
Freire acknowledges, leads to the submersion of the oppressed
classes into the ‘culture of silence’, that is the acceptance by the
majority of a pre-packaged view of the world presented for
mass-consumption by a small elite.

Chapter 2, which | found of particular interest, outlines the two
basic strategies of education. The first, the "banking” model, is
familiar to us all from our own experiences in schools. With this
system students are the depositaries of the teachers” knowledge and
opinions, they have their powers of critical observation and creative
thought minimised or eliminated, all of which Fraire asserts serves
the interests of the oppressors.

Freire writes that ‘Narration’ {(with the teacher as narrator) leads
the students to memorise mechanically the narrated content. Worse
still, it turns them inte "containers’, into receptacles to be filled by the
teacher. The more completely she fills the receptacle, the better a
teacher she is the more meekly the receptacles permit themselves to
be filled, the better students they are . . . Instead of cornmunicating,
the teacher issues communigués, and ‘makes deposits’ which the
students patiently receive, memorise and repeat. This is the
'banking’ concept of education.

In the Banking concept of education, knowledge is a gift,
bestowed by those who consider themselves knowledgeable
upon those whom they consider to know nathing. Projecting an
absolute ignorance onto others, a characteristic of the ideology of
oppression, negates education and knowledge as processes of
inquiry.’

Freire argues that students are "educated’ into passivity; the more
they work at storing and refrieving information, the less they
develop a critical consciousness. The mare they adapt to the world
as it is, and to the fragmented view of reality deposited in them, the
less capable they are of changing the world they live in.

The second strategy, that of libertarian education, forms the bulk
of the rest of the book. In essence it is the antithesis of the banking
rmodel, it involves the development of a dialogue between student
and teacher. The differentiation between teacher and taught ceases
to exist, they become jointly responsible for a process by which all
are educated, perceiving critically the world that they inhabit and
understanding that they are capable of transforming the world. As a
conclusion Freire notes that in order to bring about any change in
society the educators must achieve a unity and co-operation with
people; this doesn't exist at present. The pedagogy 'must be forged
with, not for the oppressed (be they individuals or whole pecples),
which | think is & valuable point to be aware of. He also points out
that there is a need for constant dialogue in order to prevent the
entrenchment of vested interests, which in their turn become the
oppressors,

The book is one which should be read by all educators, especialty
ones who regard themselves as socialist or egalitarian in outiook. it
is one of the foundation stones of radical education and therefore
radical geographical education, where educators shauld be atternp-
ting to put Freire’s views into action. Although the language used in
the translation makes the work rather difficult, it is well worth
reading.

Paul McGreavy, Myer's Grove School, Sheffield,
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DISCOVERING OUR LAND: THE GEOGRAPHY OF NORTH
AMERICA

(Filmstrips and accompanying cassette tapes). Walt Disney
Educational Media Company, Unit price: 3229 (U.S.)

The producers of this package evidently believe that the child
of the eighties will best learn basic geography if it is presented
in the gabble and clatter of the television screen, But after
vigwing the 647 frames, and almost one hundred minutes of
commentary (serialized in ten episodes’), this reviewer was not
convinced that the pace and mode of presentation was
particularly conducive to learning,

The ten filmstrips claim to show ‘how continental and
regional forces (sict of climate, water, fand formations and soils
combine to create the physical geography of North America’
and ‘how geography has determined our use of land and
how this use has shaped our history, our national and regional
character, cities, technology and our future’, But for ‘North
America’ oneshould in fact read ‘the United States of America’
as Canada seldom intrudes, and Mexico never. The series is
surely mis-titled,

The visuals consist of a blend of ground and satellite
photographs, purpose-drawn maps, archive material for the
historical sequences, and an occasienal cartoon. The narrative
is a mixture of straight instructional monologue and character
pieces. The presentation is deliberately varied; no two filmstrips
are scripted in the same way. Yet, although it might be claimed
that the resulting variety should assist in stimulating and
motivating an audience, the series seem generally 1o lack
continuity or authority, The rapid pace, akin to an American
television news presentation, leaves no time for images, facts or
relationships to be digested, each frame being projected for less
than 10 seconds on average, This format cannot accommodate
an inquiry approach to learning; exposition is dominant,

The spaceship imagery is paramount throughout, Tenuous
comparisons are made repeatedly between the complex
patterns and processes of Earth and the working of a spaceship
and its ‘life support systems,’ |t appears that the producers of
this series believe that the characteristics of a spaceship and the
meaning of NASA jargon are well known to the average grade
6 child and may therefore be used as an aid in explaining the
functioning of Earth, Similarly, catchy phrases are adopted in
the commentary: climatic processes become ‘The Climate
Machine,” ternporal changes become "The Time Machine," soil
development becomes “The Soil Factory.” A television variety
show provides the format for Filmstrip 4, ‘The Dirt Show’,
which, despite its title, is a swternatic comparison of soil types,
The producers see no distinction between entertainment and
instruction.

A white Anglo-Saxon bias is evident throughout the series,
The noble concept of ‘Frontierism’ is stressed in several
episodes. The continent is described as having been ‘an empty
continent,’ a ‘new land,’ 'a kingdom of riches without kings’
when Europeans responded to ‘the challenge’ and began to shift
the Frontier westward, The ruthless extermination/enslavement/
expulsion of indigenous cultures by Europeans is conveniently
and totally ignored. Indians are not mentioned once {even in
Filmstrip 6: The Frontier). Similarty, immigration into North
America is portrayed solely as a European movement. No
mention s made of the forced migration of hundreds of
thousands of African slaves to North America in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. Even good old ‘King Cotton’ is
described without reference to Slavery (Filmstrip 9 The Land
and Technology). Thus the history of the United States is
‘whitewashed’ by Walt Disney.

There is much to be questioned about the Geography
presented, but a few examples will have to suffice in a short
review, The discipline itself is oddly defined in Filmstrip 2:
“Today’s Geography is Space Satellites and Computers’ — a
definition which helps no one: so is today’s warfare, ‘Eurasia’
is said to be one of the continents, but dictionaries confirm
that it is two, The continental divide, given in Filmstrip 2 as the
easterly boundary of North America’s ‘western region’ is not an
accepted basis for regional definition. The images of mountains
plucking rain out of clouds (the "Ships of the Sky'} alluded to
in Filmstric 4 suggest that relief plays a much more active
role than it does in the precipitation process, The colours and
conventions of the filmstrip cartography leave much to be
desired, One of the accompanying spirit duplicator originals is
a nonsensical map defining most of the world as 'land
tavourable for habitation’ — including densely populated
areas of the Third World,

There is, in summary, much in the content of this material
which . is  erroneous, simplistic, Jargonistic, jingoistic,
propagandistic or trite. Even the manufacture and assembly of
the package leaves something to be desired. The reviewer was
unable to see Filmstrip 3 because an extra Filmstrip 2 was
packed into its box instead and the ‘inaudible signal’ to
change frames automatically failed several times in two of the
filmstrips viewed,

The teachers Guide accompanying the package suggests an
audience ‘Grades 6 through 12 — a wide age range indeed. The
producers claim the filmstrips will make lessons memorable,
There are indeed some acceptable sequences, such as the soil
profiles in Filmstrip 4 and aspects of the water cycle described
in Filmstrip 2. But readers of this journal are likely to be
dismaved in particular by the latent racism of the series and
seek other ways of making their lessons on North America
memorable.

Mike Morrissey
School of Education, University of the West Indies
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RACIAL EXCLUSIONISM AND THE CITY: THE URBAN
SUPPORT OF THE NATIONAL FRONT,

Christopher T, Husbands (George Allen and Unwin, London,
1983) £18.60. ISBN 0-04-329045-0

Hushands’ book will not only appeal to lecturers and researchers
with an interest in urban, political and electoral geography,
but alsc to those with the aim of developing a clear
understanding of the historical nature and contemporary
pattern of racism in England today,

Husbands attempts to explain the spatial pattern-of National
Frant support in the 1970% in England by drawing an both
contemporary and historical material, He effectively combines
data from a questionnaire survey of 1499 respondents with
extensive inquiries into the social histories and political
traditions of thirteen urban areas, The areas include Shoreditch,
Edmonton, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Slough, Blackburn,
Thurmaston and Leicester,

Using attitude scaling technigues he tests comimon beliefs
about the '"detrimental” effects of black people on housing
and neighbourhood, education and social security, and jobs
and promotion, His major finding is that despite the lack of
social distinctiveness between National Front sympathizers
and non-sympathizers, there is an important localized and
ideological basis to National Front sympathy. This
phenomenon helps to explain why certain urban areas have

been, and still are, particularly susceptible to racialist
politics. The issues which have the most statistically
significant link with racialism are those concerned with

collective consumption. Husbands demonstrates that anxieties
about the spatially-constrained factors of housing and
neighbourhood are exploited by the National Front, and that
the ideological nature of MNational Front support tends to
rely on ignorance in relation 1o housing shortage and the
causes of unemployment in the inner city,

Husbands’ book is a welcame addition, buTh to the hiterature
on British Fascism and to the broader area of social relations
in the inner city. Its importance lies in taking us away from the
traditional practice of analysing National Front support in
terms of Nazism, The significance he places on territorialism
and localism as characteristics of working class structure, the
corollorary of which are parochialism and a sensitivity to
supposed threat, has revealed the importance of geographical
considerations for any analysis of the growth of racialist
politics (p.143). The message 1o the reader is that the
electoral decline of the National Front, since its peak in 1976,
cannot be equated with its total demise, Racism is neither a
temporary  nor  aberrant feature of English culture; its
deep-rootedness, particular in certain localities, makes it an
electorally auspicious issue,

Husbands has produced a stimulating piece of work which
is logically presented and written with his usual graphic
clarity. Even if readers may wish to skip through the more
technical aspects, such as the construction of the categoric
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scale of political sympathy,
material within its pages.

Linda Peake
School of Developrnent Studies, University of East Anglia,
Norwich,

G.Y.5.L. Education or indoctrination?

To indoctrinate is to present one viewpoint to the exclusion of
others. Education would involve the examination of alternative
viewnpoints, and alternative explanatory framewaorks,

The Association for Curriculum Development in Geography
is concerned to expose the ideological implications of curri-
culum content in G.Y.5.L, {Geography for the Young School
Leaver), which is the most widely used and influential school
geography exarmination course in Britain.

In lssue 2 of this journal we began a series of critiques of
the new G.Y.5.L. teaching materials — textbooks published
by Nelson in association with the Schools Council and the
Overseas Development Administration. We argue that the books
represent subtle indoctrination; the current systam of power
relationships, natiohally and globally is presented as natural and
inevitable; the books fail 1o encourage critical questioning of
these power relationships; they present ideas and information
consistent with fostering western capitalist ideclogy to the
exclusion of other information and ideas.

The Times Education Supplement drew attention nationally
to our cohcerns in an article entitled “Textbook Propaganda’”
(Hilary Wilce 22, 6. 84), This has resulted in a widespread
interest in the critiques; we have had many lettessfrom teachers
and others reguesting the full collection. We have therefore
decided to publish the critiques as an “occasional paper” which
we intend to have ready in time for the annual G.Y.S, L. national
canference in Cambridge in Septernber 1084,

Several members of the Journal's editorial group have agreed
to run workshops at the G.Y.S.L. annual conference {lan Codk,
John Huckle, Anne Simpson and Dawn Gill) in addition, two
of the Association’s local co-ordinators (Paul McGreavy and
John Simpson) will make major conference contributions.

The critiques

Critique of recent G.Y .S.L. material is available as A.C.D.G.
Occasional Paper no. 3 from Frances Slater, London University
Institute of Education, Bedford Way, London WC1, {(£2) The
critique of the older materials which are viewed as overtly racist
{The Teacher 281183, The New Sratasrnan 17.12.83 and
The Guardian 24.1.84) — and which Nelson steadfastiy refuses
to withdraw from the market - is available as working paper no
2 from the Centre for Multicultural Education, London Univer-
sity Institute of Education, Bedford Way, London WC1, (£1)
Readers may be interested ta read alsn the report on geography
in a multicultural society, which the Schools Council commis-
sioned in 1981 and then refused to publish for reasons
explained in Rick Rogers’ article “Great Britain Versus the
World” (Guardian, 26.10.83). 1 is available from the Commis-
sion for Racial Equality, Elliot House, 10-12 Allington Street,
London SW1.

there is a great deal of useful
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P.2 Geoff Mulgan works for the Greater London Enterprise Board,
but is writing in a personal capacity.

p.5 Cartoon from 'Between the Lines' Maclean 1981.

p.7 Cartoon from 'Between the Lines' Maclean 1981.

p.17 Title to the graphic on aid and repression is 'Countries
Receiving United States Military Aid that Practised Torture on
an Administrative Basis in the 1970's'. Source: Chomsky and
Herman 'The Washington Connection and Third World Fascism '
Spokesman Books 1979.

p.20 Alan Sinclair until recently worked for Scottish Education

and Action for Development. Parts of this article originally
appeared in Links Ne.8 produced by Third World First, 232 Cowley Road,
Oxford.

p.21 Heading to paragraph 6 should read 'Multinationals Bring
Investment Funds and Foreign Exchange'.

p.22 Heading to the second to last paragraph should read
'Multinationals Stimulate the Economy'. Table of Multinationals
and Countries is from 'Trilateralism' Sklar ed. 1980.

p.29 Photgraph is of Guatemalan Coke workers following their
successful occupation of the factory this year.

p.28 Banana graphic is from 'It Ain't Fair' published by
Christian Aid, P.0. Box 1 London SWQ 8BH.

p-36 Teachers notes should read 'Copies of Information Sheets
on page 37'. The photograph shows tetile workers in Scotland.
Textile workers from South East Asia are shown in 'For a Few
Dellars More' produced by War on Want, 467 Caledonian Road,
London N7. Clue cards are on p. 38.
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